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3 PREFACE 100 Sub SECOND EDITION. 


1 F can hardly be queſtioned, but that 
> every nerve muſt now be ſtrained, to 


render the navy of this country, infinitely 


ſuperior to what it ever has been, in any 
former period of our hiſtory. We have now 

an enemy to contend with, that does not 
ſtand upon trifles in order to obtain its Pur- 
poſes; on the contrary, indeed, who carries 
on its operations, both by ſea and land, 


with. a degree of energy and effect, almoſt 


| uriparalleled in hiſtory. To fight ſuch a 
3 foe, with any chance of victory, can never 


be looked for, without an exertion on our 
part, at leaſt equal, if not ſuperior, The 


means of ſucce(s, in ſo far as regards the 
Naval Department, it is ſufficiently demon- 


ſtrated in the following ſheets, are in oup 


power ; and if we do not make a proper 5 


4a 3 5 uſe 
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uſe of them, we have ourſelves only to 
blame. It may be proper, alſo, to add, 
that much information has, at various times, 


been collected by the Author, i in regard tothe 
building of ſhips, and procuring of ſeamen, 
in addition to the hints: given in the ſecond 
part of this work, furniſhing additional 
proof of our naval refources; hut which, it 
was judged impolitic to publiſh, being of 


a nature of which the enemy 2 alſo 
avail themſelves. iÞ 00 V NE TT 


"The re- printing of theſe obſervations, is 
a0 intended for the purpoſe of ſupporting 
the views of any particular party. In the 


ſituation in which the Author happens to | 
be placed, as Preſident of the Board of | 
| Agriculture, it is his wiſh to avoid engag- | 
ing in political controverſies, and to unite, 


if poſſible, all parties, inthe great object of 


carrying on the improvement of the coun- 
. hat circumſtance prevents His pub- 


liſhing what he once intended, his thoughts , 


on the public meaſures that ought now to be 

: purſued. At the ſame time, he would Have 

thought 1 it unpatdonable; had he neglected 

directing the attention of the public to our 

na val reſources, at a period when they re- 

. _ HWreds much WORE forth,* 14 
» 210 | 


| CORRESPONDENCE. 
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| The late Lord MULGRAYE. | 


„ * - 
* * * 
— « — XR. — — 
8 p . 
© - * *. 
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3 * the oublicaton of the Firſt — of the 


Thoughts on the Naval Strength of 


the Britiſh Empire, in May 1782, the Au- 
| thor thought it right to. take an early op= 
portunity of tran ſmitting a copy. of it to 


Lord M ulgrave, in conſequence of which, 
he was ſome time afterwards favoured wih 


the following letter from his Lordſhip. As 
the paper originated, in conſequence of ſome 
expreſſions which that gallant and reſpect- 
able officer made uſe of in parliament, re- 
ſpecting the fleets of France and England, 


and as the noble Lord has fully. explained 


. his ſentiments upon that ſubject, in a letter 
which does not ſeem to have been haſtily 
or unguardedly written, to prevent any 

as of wee e it was thought 


= A 4 neceſſary 


"T5; viii 3 : 
neceſſary to print it, when the following 
Thoughts were re-publiſhed ; and the an- 


| ſwer to that letter, which cloſed the corre- 


ſpondence, i it was alſo judged proper ſhould 
* the * Publication. 


| Cscurageux, Spirbead, 
40 SR. As n. 


A ſevere illneſs, which obliged me to 
go to Bath, has prevented me from acknow- 
ledging ſooner the receipt of your note ad- 


dreſſed to me at this place, accompanying 


your very ingenious pamphlet, and from 
returning my thanks to you, for your polite 


Attention, in communicating to me your ob- 
ſervations on opinions ſuppoſed to have 


been delivered ped me in the houſe of com- 
e. ä 


| ent e ee fy e 
i Sons! -are ſometimes inaccurate, as I never 


ſpeak with any other preparation than that 


of the beſt information on the ſubject which 


my induſtry can procure, always making 
uſe of the expreſſions which ſuggeſt them- 
ſelves at the moment to convey my thoughts, 


without any premeditated arrangement of 


words. It is alſo impoſſible for any perſon, 


| TRAY one in office who ſpeaks fre- 
a 7 f 1 8 


OE FS 


On” 
+ 


I 
Aly in parlament, ſo to guard and 


qualify every argument he uſes, that it may 
not be conſtrued to mean ſomething widely 


different from what the ſpeaker intended, 


and to relate to ſubjects which he had not 
at the time in his conſideration, by taking 

it independent of what it is connected with 
in the ſpeech, and without its immediate 
relation ta the ſubject in debate. I fay this 
from my own experience, as T have ſome- 


times found that I have been miſtaken by 


perſons of the faireſt intentions. But it has 


alſo frequently happened to me, that my 
opponents have taken a more convenient 


than candid way of anſwering me, by firſt 
miſrepreſenting what I had ſaid, and then 
anſwering their own miſrepreſentation. This 
has happened to me more than once with 
reſpect to the expreſſion you allude to. But 


as I am ſenſible that when I ſpeak in par- 
liament, I am much more indehted to the 


.mdulgence, than entitled. to the attention of 
the houſe, I never troubled them with ex- 
planations, except in points of fact, which 


related ſtrictly to the buſineſs before the 
Taube. and the department to which I be- 


longed. I muſt add, that I have ſeldom found 


- Almon 8 Publication of Debates, which you 


quote, 


[ * ] 

quote, accurate, as to what I faid ; I men- 
tion all this to ſhew, that I ſee many pro- 
bable cauſes of miſtake, and I have no 
doubt you really did conceive you were 
anſwering arguments and correcting errors 
of mine, when you, with the moſt laudable 
intentions, ſo. happily diſplayed, in your 
# Thoughts on the Naval Strength of the 
— - Britiſh Empire, the great variety of infor- 
mation on many branches of that extenſive 
ſubje&, which you have collected with ſo 
much induſtry, digeſted with ſo much pre- 
| _ cifion, and commented with ſo much 1 
- ee. Fo 


lar - has however happened to me, from I 

know not which of the above-mentioned - N 
cauſes, to have been totally miſtaken by 1 
you. 4 


45 In the Grft phil, the TOR imput- 
n-: | of to me were not mine, and in the ſecond 
| place, the drift of my argument is totally 
| miſtaken; my expreſſion, as nearly as I 
| can recollect, in words, and I am ſure pre- 

eeiſely in ſubſtance, was, That the navy of 
1 the Houſe of Bourbon, muſt be ſuperior to 
[#6 pars yy 127 dr 4 bene ver the French 


. w 99% oy energy A eee A 6 — — 
— „ 


Lie 5 r | 
CC Ss 5 were 


3 


1 45 


1 


e were free from à continental wur, and 


* ſhould employ their reſources and attention 
* to that particular department.” You muſt _ 
remember that it was a frequent topic of 

the invective of the late oppoſition to the 
King's government, that the admiralty had 


not a ſuperiority in number of ſhips over 
the Houſe of Bourbon; any inferiority of 


a fleet, an equality, or even a ſmall ſuperi- 


dority, were mentioned as inſtances of cri- 
minal neglect. It was in anſwer to one of 


theſe aſſertions that my expreſſions, which 


have been, ſo much: miſtaken, and ſo fre- 


quently. miſrepreſented, were uſed. It was, 
I conceived, unneceſſary to declare, that 1 
was not giving a diſſertation upon all the 


various branches which conſtitute naval 
| ſtrength, . when the argument led me only 


to ſpeak. of the number of ſhips, and to con- 


tend that it was by comparing the efforts of 


this country at this period with former 
ones, and not with thoſe of the enemy, 
that the conduct of the admiralty was to 
be judged of. The drift of my argument 


was therefore much miſtaken, by applying 
that to every branch of naval ſtrength, 


which related n to 2 building. The 


e BP. opinion 


t 1 
opinion thus limited, I doubt whether you 
differ from. You certainly have not re- 
futed. The idea, that the navy of the 
Houſe of Bourbon muſt be ſuperior to that 
of this country, expreſſed in the moſt un- 
qualified terms, had I maintained it, would 
not have been a new one, ſince the con- 
duct of our ableſt ſtateſmen, from the time 
of the firſt partition treaty, to the advice of ”. 
Lord Chatham to declare war with Spain, 
on the family compact being formed, ap- 

pears to have been influenced by that opi- 
nion. To have ſhewn that any aſſertions 
really coming from me were perfectly ill- 
founded, it would have been neceſſary 
for you to prove, that this country alone, 
can furniſh a larger number of ſhips of he 
Hae, than the Houſe of Bourbon, when 
France and Spain apply all their reſources 
to that object, which I think you have not 
attempted to do. The aſſertion, that the 
times of King William and Queen Anne 
furniſhed inſtances of the navy of France 
alone having been ſuperior to that of Eng- 
land, when they directed their whole at- 
tention to that object, you are ſo far from | 
| e refuted, * you have proved it. 


« A ſpecu- 


% 


[ai 1 

85 A ſpeculative opinion, however inge- 
nious, is no contradiction of an hiſtorical 
fact, ſtating what was really the caſe.— 
When you tell us that the allies might have 
been ſuperior to the French, inſtead of de- 

nying the inferiority of one, you admit that 
of both the allies. In your note, page 38, 
you. ſay the French fleet off Beachy-head 
amounted to 78 men of war, the Engliſh had 
34 in the engagement, and 18 more n 
up, or nat ready as was expected. 15 


In your note, page 46, you ſtate che 

French fleet at the battle of Malaga, to have 
been 69 fail; the Engliſh 45. Here then, 
Sir, has your accurate induſtry, furniſhes me 
with examples of an inferiority of 26 fail 
in King William's reign, and of 24 in 
| Queen Anne's. You tell us indeed, in page 

43 and 44, that the aſſiſtance of the Dutch 
| was of no ſervice to us; as this! is an opinion, 
not a fact, I ſhall not meddle with it further 
than to obſerve, that the able miniſters of 
thoſe times, held a different one, when they 
| fought that affiftance, | TE 


e 


20 « The periods you 10 properyrnnck of the 
-decline of the French navy in thoſe reigns, 
are _ — proofs of the juſtice of my 


n N obſervation, 


* — a. 3 
* 1 f - 
[ E ] 
A V * 


obſervation, : as to the effect of a continental 
war on the marine of France. The battle 
of the Boyne, which, by deciding the fate of 
Ireland, -endbled Nee. eee 0 Ser the 
Winti iin a ay of thay off Beachy- 
head; and in Queen Anne's reign, the 
battle of Malaga was fought i in the year in 
which'the victory of Blenheim was gained. 
Lord Chatham expreſſed his opinion of the 
policy of a continental war, by one of thofe 
bold figures which characterized his elo- 
quence, when he faid, that America was con- 
quered i in Germany. If I had had the good 
fortune to have attrafted your attention. on 
other occaſions, both in the laſt and preſent 
parliament, I think you would haye found 
that vou? and I did, not differ much on the 
other points; I have frequently ſtated (when 
the mode of manning the fleet was objected 
to, and that, of France preferred. to it by the 
1 opponents of government), that from the 
different policy of the two countries, and 
many other circumſtances which I ſhall not 
now enter into, the greateſt exertions of 
France in that point were always at the be- 
ginning of a war; but that the number of 
| "Reel in the Engliſh navy ' eqcreaſed inthe 
ates; 6 | courſe 


1 
coutſe of the war: laſt year I believe the 
enereaſe was twelve thouſand. Nor qhave I 
been leſs ſolicitous to aſſert, what you are 
ſo very properly anxious to vindicate, the 
claim of our officers and ſeamen, to the 


character of ee, mne 1 and 
e uy . 


0 I particularly Nlated ir in A FRAY not in a 
full houſe, and when you probably were not 
preſent, upon my former expreſſions being 
| repreſented as an unqualified declaration of 
inferiority, that I had always underſtood that 
the naval ſuperiority conſtantly attributed to 
this country, was not that of numbers of 
ſhips of war, but a ſuperiority of ſpirit and 
{kill 1 in our: officers and ſeamen. I added, 
fortunately, that ſuperigrity, had never been 

more conſpicuous than in, ſome actions this 
· war, which equalled any thing hiſtory. could 
produce: my aſſertion was contradicted, but 
not refuted, by the preſent Firſt Lord of the 
Admiralty ®, who contented himſelf with 
ſaying, he ſhould not enter into the argument, 
but that he was of a different opinion. 


Upon another occaſion, when the word 
E was applied to the war, I con- 


e « The late Lord Keppell, „„ 
| | tended, 
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tended, that a war in which ſeveral officers 


had ſo eminently diſtinguiſhed themſelves, 


ſhould rater oy vale calamitous than dif- 


* "Fs 
o * 
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> + * 
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44 


«1 hope: 1 Wen now ee you, th 
— my expreſſions and meaning have 


4 
Mk: 


been miſtaken; I know not whether I am 
to fay- unfortunately,” fince the miftake has 


produted ſo handfome an eulogium 6n the 
naval ſervice of this country, and ſo com- 


- Portable a proſpect of its ſtrength and re- 


ſources, from ſo able a hand; and has at 
the ſame time time ſhewn to the public, that 

à member of the Britiſh parliament, not con- 
netted by profeſſion or office with the navy, 


has made it fo much his ftudy. It is of 
Niele conſequence, whether any opinions of 
mine are miſtaken or miſrepreſented; but if 


tlie opinions [which you combat Have been 
generally entertaihed, and would be ſup- 
poſed to derive airy degree of weight from 
being imputed to me, it was eſſential that 
they ſhould be refuted with the degree of 
force and authority, which your abilities and 
17 — muſt give to the refutation. It 5 


hope, be a ſufficient apology. for * n my trou 


bling * wich a long letter, that 1 was 


8 anxious 
ob, reds © | = I 
T4 © { ; by 1 1 » , 7 I * 
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I vil 1 
anxious not to ſuffer in your opinion ſo 
much as I muſt do, whilſt you can ſuppoſe 
that under the circumſtances of being a 


© ſea officer, and a mèmber of parliament, 
e and having fat at the board of admiralty, 


e ſhould have been totally ignorant of the 


© natural advantages Great Britain is poſſeſſed 
© of for the acquiſition of maritime power, 
<« and totally inattentive to the almoſt uni- 
form train of ſucceſs, which has aunggcec 
95 * the naval exertions of this country.” 


"208 1 cannot take leave of your pamphlet | 
without expreſſing my hopes, that the pre- 
fent officers will ſtand well enough in your 
opinion, not to make it neceſſary to revert 
to the dead, for humbling the pride of the 
_ Houſe of Bourbon. That you will think 
Sir George Rodney's correſpondence as good 

« a pattern for modern ſeamen” as Sir George 
Walton's; that his late glorious victory has 


| furniſhed one of the moſt brilliant inſtances 


of the ſuperiority of the Engliſh navy; and 
that he has ſhewn in his own perſon, on 
| ſeveral occaſions, one of the brighteſt ex- 
amples of the pre-eminent excellence of the 
Engliſh officers. You will, I hope, alſo 
1 * with me in thinking Sir Samuel 
5 A =o Hood's 5 


[mil 


Hood's conduct at St. Chriſtopher- 8, was not 
inferior to Sir John Harman's, which you 
mention with ſo much praiſe. Allow me to 
expreſs my doubts of the advantages you 
think might be obtained, by the inſtitution 
of a naval order. I fear, in this country, ſuch 
a diſtinction would be as frequently granted, 
to the importunity of intereſt, as to the 
claims of merit; thoſe who aſpire to emu- 
late the great characters that adorn our hiſ- 
tory, muſt have their ambition directed to 

nobler objects than the gifts of favour or 

che trappings of vanity. Believe me, Sir, the - 
officers of the navy find ſufficient incentives 
to diſtinguiſh themſelves in the conſciouſneſs 
of their duty, the approbation of their d 
G18 and the applauſe of their country, 
1 have the honour to be, 


Ke. . Ec. &. 
| Gigned)  MULGRAV) 5 


However flattering the above letter might. 
be, from the encomiums beſtowed upon the 
performance in queſtion, yet, as the author 
: could not agree with the noble Lord, in 
regard to ſome of the poſitions contained. 
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in it, he was thence induced to return an 
anſwer, of which 5 is 5 oĩned- 


* My Log, 

| 6 1 thought it unneceſſary to Wande your 
| Lordſhip with any remarks on the letter I 
had the honour of receiving from you, un- 
til the Channel fleet, the Courageux, and its 
gallant commander, had returned into port. 
I now fit down once more to acknowledge 
the receipt of that able performance , and, 
however unequal to the taſk, muſt beg 
leave to controvert ſome of the Prineiples 

and poſitions which it contains. ; 


60 The tract tranſmitted to your Lordſhip | 
was. intended as. an anſwer to certain opi- 
nions, which I apprehended were ſtated by 
Lord Mulgrave in his place in parliament. 
And indeed I find it was only in this re- 
ſpect that I miſunderſtood your Lordſhip, 
namely, not conceiving it to be your opi- 

nion, that when France was involved in a 
landed continental war, that you thought | 
the fleet of England in that caſe might be 

| ſupertor. . Whereas the idea which any itt | 
5 veltigation of the ſubje& has led me to en- 


, A receipt of the letter rn 
e 
| | a . tertain, 


1 xx ] 


tertain, is this; that the navy of England 
muſt always be ſuperior to that of France, 
when it is properly conducted, (whether 
that country is engaged or not in a conti- 
nental war,) in conſequence of our being 
clearly poſſeſſed of the greateſt natural and 
political advantages for the acquiſition of 
naval power. I muſt obſerve at the fame 
time, that the queſtion i in my apprehenſion 


Was confined, to the reſpeQive pretenſions 
of France and of Great Britain, and did 


not extend to the claims of any other of 
18 * of the Houſe of Bourbon. | 


* % 


66 There a are ; but three particulars in 1 
France can claim a ſuperiority over Eng- 


land—population—reyenue—and extent of | 
European. territory. Phe 


7 In the tract abschied to your Lord 
ſhip, the queſtion of population was conſi- 
dered, and an opinion was given, which 1 
ſtill conſider to be well-founded, that po- 
pulation is of little -c conſequence for the ac- 
: quiſition « of naval power, unleſs that popu- 

lation is upon the coaſt, For inſtance, the 
maritime ſtrength of England, at leaſt with 
reſpect to an irſcreaſe of ſailors, is very little 


£2 813 ; 8 25 2 N benefited \ 


F 


i 

benefited by the inland counties of Worceſ- 
terſhire, Nottinghamſhire, and the like; and 
on the ſame principles, the inland provinces 
of France, which compoſe by far the greateſt 
proportion of that monarchy, however po- 
pulous they = be, are of little naval uti- | 
| * 

« The revenue of France is ſurely ſuperior 
to that of England, in point of amount. 
But at the ſame time, when the enormous 
armies which France muſt keep up in con- 
ſequence of its being ſituated on a conti- 
nent, and the great expence of a luxurious 
and deſpotic court, are conſidered, it may 
be ſafely affirmed, that the revenue of Eng- 
land either is, or ought to be, ſuperior for 
efficient naval purpoſes. Hence Du Tot 
is of opinion, that ten millions of livres, 
about p oo, oool. per annum, is all that France 
can afford to lay out upon that department. 
Wbereas 1, 500, oool. per annum (at leaſt 
ſince the year 1764) has been our peace 
eſtabliſhment for the navy. 


ce“ The only remaining circumſtance in 


pi we are inferior, is extent of terri- 


tory ; for France contains 138,837, and 
Great Britain and Ireland only 105,000 
23 | ſquare 


f 
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ccuare miles. The poſſeſſion of greater ex 
tent of territory, however, is evidently of 
little conſequence as to the preſent queſtion, 


unleſs it can be made uſe of to increaſe 
the maritime ſtrength of a ſtate. Germany 
contains 181,631 ſquare miles, but no one 
from thence can aſſert, that it ought to 
have a better or more numerous fleet than 


France. In point of extent of coaſt, and 


till more in reſpect of number of harbours, 
France muſt yield the palm to Great Bri- 


tain; and in many other particulars, ſuch 


a8 materials, proviſions, commerce, naval 


{kill, government, national Wee &c, 6 


T ca. ria no SS 


bo 80 far with pelpeſh 1 to theory. Jus | 


your Lordſhips | ſeems to be of opinion that 


the fact is rather againſt the pretenſions of 


| England, at leaſt with regard to the num 


ber of ſhips of war. I muſt take the liberty 
however, as to this particular, of differing 
with Lord Mulgrave. From the ſtates given 
at nearly the ſame period of time by Mon- 
fieur Du Tot and Mr. Pepys (ſee Naval 


1 Thoughts, page 32 and 33.) of the reſpec- 
tive Heats of France and England, no ſuch 


E: RN 1 5 inferiority 


[ xxiil ] 

inferiority in point of number can be traced z 

and if the records of both admiralties were 

to be ſearched, from any printed informa- 

tion I have been able to collect, it would 

fully appear, that in the ports of England 

there always were as many ſhips, if not 

more, than in thoſe of France, whenever 

hoſtilities actually took place between the 
two nations, or even when a war was ap- 
prehended. ; | | 


But the aceidental ſuperiority at Beachy- 
head, merely owing to the confuſion of a new 
and unſettled government, ſeems greatly to 
weigh with your Lordſhip. I am not 
aſhamed of confeſſing, that it has no weight 
with me. A fingle circumſtance, or a 

ſingle engagement, cannot be brought as 

a ſufficient proof of the ſoundneſs of ſo im- 
portant a ſyſtem. If it were, your Lordſhip 
might prove that the fleet of England muſt 
always be ſuperior to the united navies of 
France and Spain ; becauſe in the courſe of 
this war, Lord Rodney, with twenty-one 
ſhips of the line, encountered Langara, with 
only fourteen fail belonging to the enemy. 
Ty no fact in - hiſtory can be better 

| + a . . aſcertained 
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aſcertained than this, that Lord. Torrington: 


muſt have been ſuperior in number to the 


French at Beachy-head, had they been a 


little leſs active, and had we been a little 
more ſo. Nay, there is great reaſon to be- 
lieve, and I find it the uniform tradition 


here, (for I am writing within ſight of the 


ſpot where the battle was fought,) that the 
victory would have inclined to us had the 
Dutch been properly ſupported, 


In regard to continental wars, on which 


your Lordſhip ſeems to lay ſo much ſtreſs, 
I muſt beg leave to remark, that it is queſ- 


tionable how far they have operated on any 
occaſion, even to the naval advantage of 


this country? If they prevented the French 


from attending to their navy, they have 
alſo uniformly proved a gulph which ab- 
ſorbed the ſtrength and reſources of Great 
Britain; and, one thing, I believe, is cer- 


tain, that when the French and Engliſh 
Were both engaged as principals, in a con- 
tinental war, that the expence of the latter, 
in carrying it on, always has been, and al- 


ways muſt be, greater than the expence of 
the! former, (in conſequence. of its inſular 
| _ fituation,) 


F f ? : p 
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ſituation,) and therefore it muſt propor- 
tionably be more diſabled than France from 
having, at the ſame time, a continental 
war, and a powerful marine. It is al- 
moſt unneceſſary to remark, that France 
can hardly be engaged in ſuch a war, with» 7 
out Great Britain being the principal, or 
leading power in the ſcale againſt her, 


2 I cannot conclude this part of the ſub- 
ject, without remarking, that there ſeems 
to have been too much reaſon for thoſe loud 
complaints againſt our naval rulers, in the. 
reigns of King William and Queen Anne, 
which, in thoſe days, were ſo much the ſub- 
jects of public diſcuſſion; and without ha- 
zZarding an opinion, that the events to which 
your Lordſhip alludes, were more owing to 
the miſmanagement of thoſe who were at 
the helm, than to any real naval inability | 
in the ſtate. —Parliament always did its 
part, by furniſhing very ample and liberal 
ſupplies, In the year 1704, in particular, 
I ſee by the Journals of the Houſe, no leſs 
a number than, 40,000 ſeamen voted, and 
5,000 ſoldiers for the ſea-ſervice, Thirty 
| thouſand ſailors and ſoldiers, on the autho- 
- 7 36 ey 


t) 1 


rity of Du Tot, was the greateſt number 
that ever France had before the year 1730; 
and fince, it is well known, that Engliſh 
H tips were always manned by fewer ſailors 
EX than the French. This appears to be a de- 
1 dive proof, that in the reign of Queen 
Anne, we muft have had more ſhips than 
they had, even without the aſſiſtance of | 
| the Dutch; and yet, from the inattention, | 
the e or the want of informa- 
tion of the Board of Admiralty, or of the 
Qu ubinet, at the time, we were occaſionally 
| inferior. I cannot paſs over this example 
in the reign of Queen Anne, of ſo large a 
body of our land forces being deſtined for 
naval purpoſes, without requeſting your 
Lordſhip ſeriouſſy to conſider how far we 
ought to imitate that example at this time. 
Suppoſe, for inſtance, that 5 or 10, ooo ſol- 
diers were ſent to Portſmouth, to Plymouth, 
and to Chatham, were to be dreſſed in 
round hats, trowſers, and blue jackets, and 
were to be daily trained for the ſpace of ſix 
months in naval manceuvres, is it not pro- 
bable that the whole, or at leaſt the greateſt 
part of them, might be qualified againſt 
| that time to ad as ordinary ſeamen 3 


oy: I am 7 


) rs 1 

«I am ſorry to find that your Lordſhip is of 
opinion, that a naval order would not be at- 
| tended with any advantage to the ſervice. 
Tam one of thoſe who think, that the brave 
tars of England, cannot have too many in- 
citements to behave well, and whenever 
they act with peculiar courage and good 
conduct, that they ought to be conſpicu- 
ouſly rewarded. - A naval order ſeems al- 
moſt to be eſſential to a maritime ſtate, at 
leaſt it is an inſtitution from whence no 
harm could poſſibly ariſe, and from which, 
by judicious management, much good might. | 


he expected. 


«You very juſtly ee chat in the Naval 
Thoughts, no attention has been paid to the 

gallant actions which have been performed 
this war; they did not come within the com- 
paſs of the author's intention, nor did the 
accounts of Lord Rodney's victory reach 
England until after the pamphlet was pub- 


liſhed. It was indeed a very haſty perform = 


ance, compoſed during the Eaſter receſs, and 
printed rather with a view of gratifying the 
author's feelings at the moment, than from 
any hopes of credit or of praiſe. I propoſe, 
however, ſhould I live to ſee this war 

brought 


[ xxx i 


brought t to a concluſion, to extend the tract 
to a ſmall volume, containing a fuller ſtate 
of the natural and political advantages of this 
country for the acquiſition of naval power, 
and a ſhort detail of the recent as well as an- 
cient proweſs of our gallant ſeamen: A 
work on the ſubject of the navy of England 
in general, without any alluſion to the opi- 
nions which your Lordſhipe either did, or wag 
Jippoſed to entertain. | 


OM © It now only r remains ; that I thould ac- 
knowledge the unmerited encomiums be- 
ſtowed by your Lordſhip upon the tract in 
queſtion, and to expreſs the regret with 
which J heard, that from the ſtate of your 
health, the public had run the riſk. of loſing 
the, ſervices of ſo able and ſo gallant an of- 
ficer; for whom no one can entertain a 
higher degree of reſpect, than he who hag 
the honour to ſubſcribe himſelf, 


"MY LORD, 
Your Lordſhip's moſt obedient, 
And very humble Servant, 


(signed) JoHN SINCLAIR.” 
aun, , 1 5 at 1782. 


The 


5 
The above letter ended the correſpon- 
dence, and it is not improbable that the 
controverſy cloſed, as is uſual on ſuch oc- 
caſions, both parties retaining the opinion 
they had originally formed, at leaſt without 
any material variation. It is fortunate 
however, when ſuch differences terminate, 
as was the caſe in this inſtance, with perfect 
good humour on both ſides, and without 


leaving the ſmalleſt tincture of perſonal ani- 
moſity or diſlike. 


It is knpoſſible, however, for the Author 
to conclude, without expreſſing his regret, 
that his country, ſince the above correſpond- 
ence cloſed, ſhould have been deprived of 
the ſervices of fo gallant and ſkilful an of- 
| ficer, to whom the public might now have 
looked up, with confidence, for naval aſſiſt- 
- ance, either at ſea, or in the cabinet. 
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F rſt. Edition 4 PART J. 


| Originally primed) in 1782. 


L is a e well known to 


the world in general, that a cer- 


rain noble Lord, a member of the 
Lower Houſe, who lately fat at the 
Board of Admiralty “*, aſſerted in his 


5 place in Parliament, that the Navy of 


France, might always be ſuperior to 
that of England, when the French 
bent their whole exertions to that par- 


ticular department. So dangerous an 


opinion coming from ſo reſpectable a 


quarter, naturally led the Author to 


inveſtigate the ſubje&t for his own 
private ſatisfaction. Though fully 
convinced, from that inquiry, that the 


noble Lord's aſſertion was perfectly g 


ill grounded; yet, he truſted, that 


»The late Lord Mulgrave. 
ſome 


. 
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| ſome 61a hand v6Wd have under- 
taken the taſk of refuting it. Find- 
ing, however, that the Navy of Eng- 
land is at preſent without any lite- 
rary champion, he has thrown to- 
gether his thoughts upon the ſub- 
ject, with a view. of contributing his 
mite, to counteract the diſpiriting ef- 
fects of an idea, which cannot be too 
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FUEN We affairs of a nad are un- 
VV ſiucceſsfully conducted, it is natural 
to view” every circumſtance in the darkeſt 
ght. Its preſent ſituation is always painted 
in the- moſt deplorable colours; its future 
5 proſpects are conſidered to be” ſtill more 

- gloomy: nay, political ſceptics do not he- 
ſitate to doubt the exiſtence of its former 
ſplendour. In this manner the ſpirit of the 
nation is depreſſed, the vigour of its efforts 


is relaxed; its enemies exult over it, and it 


2110 


* ſeems 


ſobre. 
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| ſeems ready to crouch under the fury of 
their attacks. 


It is Giffeult on i any 7 other vrinkivle to 
account for an idea, which has been lately 
ſpread abroad, and has found its way into 
the great council of the nation; the ten- 
dency of which is, to depreeiate the former 
ſtrength and character of the Britiſh Navy.— 


In the days of conqueſt and of triumph, we 


have Always. ventured to conſider ourſelves 
as tlie natural ſovereigns of the ocean; and 


even foreigners, however partial they may 


have been to the maritime honour of their 
reſpective countries, have in general ac- 


knowledged the juſtice of our claim to the 


dominion of the ſea How much there- 


fore muſt we feel ourſelves humbled, when 


we are fold, in che days f our adyerlitys by 


L Angleterre a dupuis long tems gagne Is ſuperi- 

2 *. — Fee political rg act | 
Leden Generale a Etude. de la po 

p- 514. The famous Mr. De Real, in his Sine Sh 


rerument, tom. ii. (p+:340- — Que — 


4% que, la Grande. Bretagne eniretient; la,repd e 
| PE quelque puiſſance maritime ny ce Toit.” e ver 15 
of Voltaire un the Engliſh aation arg well EnoWꝗW Ww. Fo. 5 


. JlaſoutiRois Jar leb eu. 02 n 


5 1 „ Lou flotte imperieuſe aſſerviſſapt Neptuns : 
acl 4 Des bouts de e appelle Ia fortune.” . a 
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one who,- conſidering his office, his profeſs 
ſion and character, ought not to have been 
miſinformed, that the navy of France 
te alone, always was, and always muſt be 
« ſuperior to that of England, when the 
French bend their whole attention to that 
2 < particylar department *, E 


The Author of theſe ſheets, having heard 
3 infinite Tegret, this il. grounded and 
dangereus opinion, and dreading the con- 
ſequences which at a moment like the pre- 
| ſent ſuck an aſſertion may produce, ſhould 
it remain unrefuted, has ventured to at- 
tempt, (With the hopes of calling forth the 
abilities and exertion of more able and bet- 
ter informed perſons,) to ſtate his reaſons for 
| We his aſſent to ſuch a propoſition. 


he aſſertion of the 8b e Lord, to which 
1 Alude, 9 5 have deen grounded, either 


7 


„Lord Molgrave' ; words, as fated i in Almon's Debates, h 
(27th November 1781,) are, That it was an incontrovert- 
«« jble truth, (and the times of King William and Queen 


«© Anng introdaced.examples of the juſtice of the remark,) 


40 that whenever the French directed their whole attention 


« to the improvement and increaſe of their marine, they *' 


«© rendered it ſuperior to the fleet of Great Britain, and 
„% were able to contend with us for the dominion of the 
« ocean,” For his Lordſhip's real ſentiments upon the 
ſubjeQ, ſee bis Letter to the . prefixed to this part, 
race 2 June 1782. 5 
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Europe. 
land and kreland, and of the adjacent iſlands, 
is calculated by Sir William Petty to extend 


_ article e inferior“. 


„„ „„ 
upon a miſconception of the natural advan- 
tages of which Great Britain is poſſeſſed, 


for the acquiſition of maritime power, or a 
fatal inattention, to the almoſt univerſal train 


of ſucceſs which has attended the naval ex- 
ertions of this country. - Theſe two 
points I an * to conſider. 


1. That nation in the firſt place is I 
moſt likely to be powerful at ſea, which 
has the greateſt extent of coaſt, and conſe- 
quently, a greater proportion of whoſe in- 
habitants, muſt have a natural predilection 
for the ſea':;—In this reſpect, Great Britain 
claims a preference over every other ſtate in 
The ſea- line of England, Scot- 


to 3,800 miles, and is probably more: 
whereas France, whoſe coaſt contains but 
about 1000 miles of ſea- line, is in this i im- 


45 f J = 


—_ The bl of Great Britain 10 Be- 


laid is not only more extenſive, than that 
of any other power in Europe, but is alſo 
every e interſected by admirable tia 


= Petty's Works, 7 759. 5 0 | 


n 


bours. . 


1 
bours . Indeed the frequency and violence 
of the weſterly winds which occaſion thoſe 
| heaps of ſand, by which the Dutch ports 
are blocked up, are the reaſons that ſo many 
deep and commodious harbours are found 


upon the Engliſh fide of the Channel, and 


ſo few upon the French and Dutch; an ad- 
vantage given us by Nature, which never 
can be equalled by any art or expence of 
our neighbours F. —Nay, in reſpect of ex- 
tent of coaſt and number of havens, France 
is not only inferior to Spain, but can 
ſcarcely ſtand a compariſon with ** it- 
| felt . 


"> It is alſo a conſiderable advantage 
which Great Britain enjoys, that its har- 
bours are all contiguous to each other, and 
are not divided, like thoſe of France, by the 
territories of any other Power: this renders 
It eaſy for Great Britain to aſſemble her na- 


val forces upon the ſhorteſt notice, and en- 


Their con- 
tiguity. 


* Campbell, in his Political Survey, has given us a very _ 


accurate account of the harbours belonging to Great Britain, 
85 Political Eſſays, quarto, p. 15 and 16. 


by, Mr. Horſeley, in his treatiſe on maritime ig p- 455 
&e. proves, that France, inſtead of being equal to Great 


Britain, is ſcarcely on a par with Denmark and Sweden, i in 


reſpect to natural advantages for the acquiition of maritime 
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; ables her to exert her whole maritime force, 


with united vigour, againſt any Power 
with whom ſhe may be at war.— Whereas 


the diftance between the ports of Toulon 


and Breſt, is no inconſiderable addition, to 


the many other maritime ate to 
nen rg 18 n e an e © 


1 Due bad we beer Weber our 
bays! alone would in general anſwer the 
purpoſes of commerce and of war. Whilſt 
the weſterly winds blow, which is generally 
the cafe above half the year, our ſhips may 
ride at anchor with perfect ſecurity, in our 
roads. — Beſides, our anchor-hold is much 


ab better than our neighbours can boaſt of; 
for our ſhores generally conſiſt of a ſtiff : 


clay, chalk, or hard gravel, whilſt the 


f French: and Dutch. have pollvng but rocks 


_— YET SY 


or looſe ſand to anchor on 6 5 , 


11 * Bhs | 43 


F. The ſituation of Great Britin is alle 
extremely favourable to maritime power. 


It is an iſland, not confined as Sicily, to the 


range of one particular ſea, but, unimmured : 
bs ſtraits, finds no eee in Coke 


. N. De 'Real, tom. i 1. 341, 
55 Baſton on Trade, P- + 


2 1 


4 a" — 5 3 
„ We 6 3 


1 
„ 1 
A 
\ 


„„ 
Toth her fleets to every hemiſphere.—It 
is alſo fortunately placed in the very centre 
or Europe, and along its coaſt above one 
half of the trade of Europe muſt paſs— 
This natural advantage the great De Wit 


conſiders to be of che moſt eſſential | im- 
| per 55 


| 6 . The great advantage which Nature Fiſhing. 


has given us for maritime power, in 
conſequence of the variety of fiſh with 
which our ſeas abound, need not be ſtrongly 
inſiſted upon.—lt is indeed univerſally ac- 
knowledged that there is no part in the 
world where ſuch quantities are to be met 
with at every ſeaſon of the year, better 
calculated, either for the purpoſes of main- 
taining the inhabitants of the kingdom, 
.or of ſerving as a luerative branch of 
commerce with other powers, or for raiſing 
a valuable * to number of our 
ſeamen . 


7 * Tek = Holland, part ii. . chap. 9: De Real, tom. ii. 
p. 341. . Ss 


is calculated; that 10,000 ae alen appren- 


. tices, are employed along the coaſts of England in the 
| Oyſter fiſhery alone. Vide Repreſentation of the State of the 
Engliſh. Oyſter TR” p-. 6. 
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7. Foreign commerce, is undoubtedly a 


| great ſource of naval ſtrength, .and Great 


Britain, it is certain, enjoys that advantage 
to as great, if not a greater extent than 
any other power in Europe.—But the trade 
carried on along the coaſts of the iſland, is of 
a more permanent and laſting nature, neither 
depending upon the fancy of foreigners, nor 
ſtanding in any dread of competition. 
Such commerce, therefore, muſt be accounted 
the only ſure and ſubſtantial foundation of 
naval power.— It has been calculated that 
the coaſting trade itſelf employs 109,000 


Hilors ; - but though that account muſt be 
exaggerated, without doubt it breeds a 


greater number of excellent ſeamen than 


any other nation in . 8 can boaſt 
"of f „ A | 


*. ASS IS i 
4 — 7 


4 


s. lt . allo: a -Gogulir e en- 


0 by Great Britain, that it not only has 
a demand for ſhipping, but is alſo furniſned 


with the e materials which ſhipping | 
Tp” = oath 8. am well Sane, that various 8 


2 


2 20 on troave bar un 0 256306 ag ae cent mille 


© matelots, pour le commerce de een ages do ; 
te port à port. 
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maritime articles are procured from other 
countries, which it is ſuppoſed impoſſihle for 
this iſland itſelf. to furniſh ; yet this ought 
rather to be imputed, to the inattention of 
the natives of the iſland, or to the little 
encouragement given by the legiſlature to 
ſuch productions, than to any national de- 
fect in the ſoil or climate of the country.— 
If other materials however muſt be pur- 
chaſed from abroad, the Engliſh oak, muſt 
always be conſidered, for ſtrength and firm- 
neſs, to be ſuperior to > the timber of our 


ebe . 


Wy is well known, that the Engliſh Building. 


were the firſt who brought the building of 
ſhips of war to its preſent ſtate of perſec- 
tion, and its ſhipwrights, {till retain the 
high character they formerly acquired for 


d It was — an expreſs condition in all contracts for 
building ſhips for the royal navy, that they ſhould be built 
of good ſubſtantial Engliſb oak. But owing to the ſcarcity 
of timber, this reſtriction has been no longer inſiſted upon. 
Soon after the Reſtoration, plans were propoſed by the cor- 
poration of ſhipwrights, for the preſervation and increaſe of 
oak, which, after going through all the forms of office, 


namely, being referred firſt to the Attorney-General, and 


by him to the ks a was at laſt . to 0 feep f in 


oblivion. 
Letter to the Earl of. Murborongh p. wy and 18, 


Kill , 


Provifions. 


riners whilſt at ſea.— 


been particularly attentive. 


EW } 


kill in their profeſſion.— That advantage, 
however, pertains no longer in an exclufive 


manner to this nation. The fatal friendſhip 
of that profligate monarch Charles the Se- 
cond for his ambitious neighbour Lewis, firft 


gave the French an opportunity of acquir- 


ing an art, which they have fince vainly at- 
tempted to turn to che ruin of their in- 
1 8 *: N 


10. Jt is impodlible 110 for any nation 
to carry on an extenſive commerce, or to 
be a great naval power, unleſs the ſoil and 


climate of the country be well calculated 


for producing proper ſuſtenance for 1 its ma- 


In this particular, 
Great Britain and Ireland lay claim to a 


great ſuperiority over every State in Europe, 
the foil and climate of the Britiſh iſlands 


- 


70 . 1 of the preſent 3 were 6ſt built 5 255 


one Pet.——Eogliſh ſhipwrights were ſu ppoſed to be ſo pe- 
culiarly fkilful in their profeſſion, that by their charter, they 


| were prohibited to communicate their art to any foreign 


Prince or State. The Engliſh, ſays Sir William Temple, 
keep their neighbours in awe, by the ſtrength of their oak, 
the art of their ſpipwrights, and the invincible courage of 


their ſeamen, —Vide Survey of the Conſtitutions of. the 
N Empire, &c. 


To the form of their pe, however, the. Franch have 


| being 


being much better ſuited for raiſing every 
ſpecies of naval proviſion than either France 
or Spain; and the ſuperior quality of the 
food on which they live, muſt alſo render 
our ſeamen a more hardy and braver race 
of men than thoſe of our neighbours, 


11. The {kill and experience of our 


ſeamen cannot be equalled. —A very dif- 
ferent race of men muſt be formed along 


the ſtormy coaſts of this country, from that 
produced along the pacific ſhores of the 
Mediterranean.— Accuſtomed as our failors 
are, to brave the dangers of the ſea, thoſe 


ſtorms which appear tremendous to others, 


are not conſidered by them as attended with 
any riſque.— Indeed, if one ſet of men can 
be ſaid to enjoy any. great ſuperiority over 
another, it may be ſafely affirmed, that the 
Britiſh ſeamen, who are bred along the 
<6afts of theſe iſlands, are entitled to that 
nen diltinction, | 


12. 4 Wer Se ths in every pot 
We whether for naval ſtrength- or 
otherwiſe, is to be preferred. The ſea is 


undoubtedly the ſafeſt and moſt natural 


boundary, of which it is very difficult to 


Naval ſkill 


Inſelar Gtuzs! 
tion. 


ere . e SAL EI x 
e — 3 * 


r A 
8 — — 


1 * 1 
get the better, and impoſſible to remove “. 
Athens, ſays Xenophon, rules the ſea ; 
* but as the country of Attica is joined to 
the continent, it is ravaged by enemies, 
e while the Athenians are engaged in dif- 
“ ferent expeditions.— Their leaders ſuffer 
« their lands to be deſtroyed, and ſecure 
their wealth by ſending it to ſome iſland. 
„ The populace, who are not poſſeſſed of 
lands, have no uneaſineſs. But if the 
“ inhabitants inhabited an iſland; and be- 
& ſides this enjoyed the empire of the ſea, 


„ they would, as long as they were poſ- 
4 ſeſſed of thoſe advantages, be able to an- 
' * noy others, and at the ſame time be out of 
“ all danger of being annoyed.” One would 


imagine, ſays Monteſquieu, that noe 5 | 


_ 1 er or Tram 44 7. 


Aa fact, FI we ade the a rin- 
ſular ſituation by confining ouf hole at- 


tention to maritime affairs, and truſted our 
defence to a militia and to a fleet, it would 


ſoon appear, that our naval force had 
ſcarcely arrived to one half of its natural 


+ * = nemo s Polit. 3 vol. i i. e.: dee eee ; 


ps: 


4 Tr of Law, — xxi. c. 75 | | , 
extent, 


1 
extent.—Almoſt our whole revenue, (at 
leaſt a much greater part of it than can be 


done by any continental power whatſoever,) 


might be expended in fitting out our fleets; 
and when only one object is kept in view, 
it is ſurely more likely to be raiſed to the 
greateſt height of perfection it is capable 
of, than when the attention is diſtracted 
by matters of a different nature 180 


bas >. Farther. 1 is a great advantage, 
the poſſeſſion of which our very enemies 


acknowledge, that the capital of the king- 


dom is not ſituated like that of France, in 
the heart of the kingdom, but that in Lon- 
don may be ſeen united all the politeneſs 


attending a royal preſence, with all the | 
ſpirit and activity that reſults from an ex- 


tended commerce, and from naval power. 
At Paris, ſays Deſlandes, one fees a volun- 


tary indolegce, which concerns itſelf about 


es. that does not contribute either to 


* miles, ſays Bocealini, "WY i. p. 15: is ſarronnded 
by the ſea, which ſerves her as a bulwark againſt the inſults 
of ber ambitious enemies, and a frontier which ir coſts her 
nothing to maintain. Whereas ber neighbours the Dutch 


—_ | | | 
Gn ns « pleaſure 


Situation of 
the capital. 


are obliged to be at a perpetual and extraordinary charge, to 
keep out the {ea on the one fide, and the French on the 


& ---; 


Character of 
the nation. 
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pleaſure or amuſement; whereas in Lony 


don, none are ſo blind as not to ſee, or ſo 


2 Ge SS is 


obſtinate as not to acknowledge, that upon 
the proſperity of commerce, and conſe- 


| quently of naval power, depends ae 8 


e of the e. 4 N 


| Laſtly, The . o the Engliſh 
nation, ſteady i in its purſuits, and not apt 
to be diſcompoſed by every trifling ob- 
ſtacle, ſeems to be peculiarly calculated for 
the acq uiſition of maritime power. Naval 


frengeh, % not. the growth of a day, nor 
| is it Fl 
quired, without the, utmoſt difficulty, and 


ible to retain it, when onee ag- 


the moſt unwearied attention. The. Eng- 
lich have proved by their conduct, for al- 
moſt two centuries, the firmneſs and. ſtea- 


k dineſs of their naval character. Whereas 
the maritime enthuſiaſm of the French has 
only occaſionally taken placg, and does 


not ſeem conſiſtent with the natural bent 
and genius of the people. Works that 


require great application, ſays Cardinal 
; Richelieu, are little calculated for the hy- 


mour ang. Fen. ag tha. we na- 
tion 5. l 4 $3476 923 $72 


. 


* 1 = 


ben, on Maritime Power, P- 110. 3 
„ 5 Having 


- 
” 


„ 


Having thus briefly run over the various i 


| advantages. to which Britain lays claim for 
the acquiſition of the dominion of the ſea, 
let us next examine, what are the ſources of 
the naval ſtrength of our powerful rivals 
the French. I ſhall conlider them diſ- 
tinQly. as ſtated by the Count de la Bou- 


lainvilliers, who is Juſtly conſidered to be 


one of the moſt ingenious, and one of the 


| beſt. _informed French authors u we | 


| es of peter 


3 K 12 che fr place, this 2 attempts 
| to prove, that the poſition of France, is 
ſufficiently favourable, for forming a navy, 
equal to that of the two maritime Powers of 
Eng opland and, Holland, 


4 a 
To af 1 53} 


To he 1900 object Was to roule the. ſpi- 
ats of eohnnteymen, depreſſed by the 


In . this kz 190 Saks, 


Poſition of 
France. 


naval ba rtues of the war preceding the : 


period in which he wrote, (that. of 1756,) 
prudently omitted, making any com- 


pariſon, between the extent of coaſt be- 
longing to the two nations, or the number 


of harbours they are poſſeſſed of; but be- 
Wen the reader, by ſtating in general 


. 10 een, 
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terms, that France poſſeſſes i more ports 
than England in the Mediterranean ſea, as 
if that little gulph, was the only, or the 


principal theatre of commerce and of naval 


power. Without diſputing the truth of 
that aſſertion, or that France is nearer to 
Spain and Portugal, and to the coaſts of 
Barbary, than Britain, it may be ſufficient 
to remark, that naval ſtrength can never 
depend upon ſuch trivial circumſtances.— 

The Mediterranean is no longer the great 
emporium of Europe; and the moſt pow- 


8 Io | erful maritime nation there, may be but | 


281 Ann 


little b ern a in bro other 'bemilpfiere, 


This Jaap waa" 18 ſo A965 bs, 


prove that France ouglit to be the firſt ma- 


ritime power in Europe, that he ſtates thoſe 


very eircumſtances as advantages in its fa- 


your, which ought to be accounted ſome of 
the greateſt obſtacles that country has to 
_ contend with. The navy of Frarice, he 
obſer ves, may be divided into two branches, 
whole intereſts may be ſeparate, and which 
may have different objects in view.— This 
is aQually the caſe : but'the conſequence. 'of 
it is, that the ſquadrons of Toulon 'and 
Beans are more like the fleets of confeder- 

e | _ 


u 1 


ates, than of one powerful ſtate. Nor fa; 


the mild and temperate climate of France 
(a circumſtance he lays much weight upon) 


at all favourable to the maritime power of 


that country, —The brave, hardy, and 
experienced ſailor, is not bred by gen- 
tle zephyrs, but amidſt the ſtorms and 
tempeſts of the north: and that man is 
moſt likely to be maſter of himſelf, amidſt 
the confuſion and horrors of a naval fight, 
who has been moſt accuſtomed to the fury 


. 


of the * and to the dangers of the 


ſea “. 


2. The Count: de Boulainvilliers in the 
ſecond: place attempts to prove, that the 
commeree of Franee is ſufficient to furniſh 
the means of diſputing the empire of the 


Its eom- 
merces 


5 ſea, even with the united ſtrength of Luce 


land and Holland. 


hi i . ER 8 amuſes bimſelf Io : 


much, with the nayal ſtrength which France 


migbl have, by increaſing its trade in the 


Mediterranean, and by wiſe and prudent re- 
gulations tending to augment its commerce 


grain, that until it is TR that ſuch 


* Bn. 
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Mit: 
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4215 » Vide Monſon 's Naval Traft, b iu. "as BY 
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eircumſtances are 3 to take place, it with 


be needleſs to beſtow upon them much con- 
ſideration. It is ſufficient to remark, that 
foreign or colonial commerce, can never be 


a permanent baſis of naval ſtrength.— That 
nation is the moſt likely to continue power 
ful at ſea, which is the beſt calculated to 
enjoy great trade, excluſive of connexions 
with its neiglibours; and even a French- 


man will acknowledge, chat if the com- 
merce of France was reduced to its coaſt= 


ing trade, it would not be very _ 


. derable . 155 | 5 


9, In the third ken we are enter⸗ 


tained with ſome arguments in proof of 
this aſſertion; that the commodities of 
France, require as many ſhips to tranſport: 


them, as thoſe of ad and England: 
united. 25 BP . 1 l 


» Maſi, in his Hiſtorical 1 of the Naval Power 
of Fnlace, gives us the following "fate nk the number of 


5 nn and on: anno 1717 tet: = 


N 17 485 ; Ship. þ 2 Men. 

1 commerce „ '— 20, 000 

Fisheries x 600 — 27,000" 
Ho the pt tA — — 3 — 10 


Ar ]˙·» 2300 en 
Little of this naval ſtrength can be . of ſo laft- 


ing and dutable a nature as the coalting trade of * 


ans 1 5 If 


Fs 3 

If we could imagine with this author, 
that the one hundred and fifty millions of 
acres which France contains, were all ſub- 
jected to the labours of the huſbandman, 
his problem even in that caſe would be dif- 
ficult to prove. He is either ignorant or 
unwilling to 8 that the com- 
merce of coal alone, (an article of tranſport- | 
ation in which France can never rival us) 
employs more ſeamen than all the coaſting 
trade of that country; and were it not for 
the abſurd and impolitic duty which: is laid 
upon that neceſſary of life, it might alone 
be accounted a ſufficient foundation for ac- 
quiring the maritime empire. This author 
indeed, muſt be not a little at a loſs to aſſign 
juſt grounds for the naval pretenſions of the 
French, when he ſtates the predilection 

for the modes and faſhions of that country, 
as one of the great ſupports of its marine. 
Gewgaw „and little fripperies, will never. 
be able to acquire the dominion! of gr 

rough and boiſterous: element 0723" e nk 
* Sir Themes Clarges ſays, 15 The kesgtt of England 
et conſiſts in its marine;/in which, for want of men, France 
can never equal us; their trade will not breed them. A 
8 thip of 50 tons will carry 100,000, of cheir goods, 5 


CL Ours a are bulky goods, and require twenty times more.“ 
ele 8. 7 15 "OAT OY vol. vii” p- 4 7 5 
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Materials, 


f 1 


8 Under the head of materials, the 


Count has not favoured us with any im- 
portant obſervations: though he claims in 


this reſpect an independence on the other 
powers in Europe, yet that claim is perfectly 
without foundation. All the principal 
materials of the French marine are pur- 
chaſed from foreigners, —Nor is it poſſible 


that its concerns ſhould be diſtinct from 


thoſe of the other powers in Europe. 


Great maritime empires muſt always intereſt 


themſelves in the proſperity of thoſe na- 
tions with whom they have any commercial 


| intercourſe. 5 


. Though. the mach! of 5 
18 s confeſſely ſuperior to that of England, 
yet it is abſurd on that account to affirm, 


: that it ought. proportionably to have a 


greater number of ſeamen.— There might 


de ſome juſtice in this aſſertion, had France 
all its inhabitants upon the coaſt. But as 
long as the · greateſt part of the natives of 
che Britiſh iſles, and on the whole by far a 
greater number than France can boaſt of, 
muſt neceſſarily live in the neighbourhood 


of the ſea, even in the article of popula- 


tion Great Britain may claim the prefer- 
ente. Sir William Petty calculates, that 


every 


[ 21 


every part of England, Scotland, and Ire- 


land, is, one with another, but twelve 


miles from the ſea. Whereas France, by 


the ſame method of computation, is no leſs 
than from ſixty-five to ſeventy: a naval 


advantage in favour of Great Britain which | 


cannot ealily be Fompenlated *. 


6. Another advantage which France 
lays claim to, {till remains to be conſidered, 
namely, the boaſted ſecurity of her coaſts. — 
Some deſcents, as ſtated by Mr. Deſlandes, 
it is certain have been unſucceſsfully at- 
tempted. But this circumſtance is not 
owing to the peculiar ſtrength of the French 
coaſts, but to the unavoidable riſque and 
danger by which ſuch undertakings are at- 


tended, and which nothing but ſuch a ſcheme 


as an ingenious author of our own country 
ſuggeſts can poſlibly prevent f. No friend to 
humanity however can regret, that nature 
has thrown ſome obſtacles in the way of ſo 


obnoxious a ſpecies of warfare, which no- 


thing but neceſſity can juſtify. 


_ _ * Polit. Arth. chap. 4. 


| * Horſley, on Maritime Affairs, p; 88, &c, Some ex- 
cellent hints are thrown out by this author, on the ſubject 


MI the Ws 


Strength of 


its coaſts, 


e'3 : 7. There 


— ——ẽ—ͤ — ” 


Poſtion of 7. There 18 but one advantage which 
_ France is poſſeſſed of, which Great Britain 
has any reaſon to envy or regret; - namely, 
the fortunate poſition of the port of Breſt, 
ſituated i in a peninſula, which ſtretching far 
into the ocean, is of great ſervice to expe- 
dite the failing of her fleets. But this ad- 
vantage, even in the opinion of Frenchmen, 
is overbalanced, by the great diſtance of that 
naval arſenal from the court and the capital, 
A circumſtance which has ever proved a 
very conſiderable impediment to the ſucceſs 
of her naval operations *, Fe nn 


0 0 
ib 


Such are the natural claims of England, 

and the abſurd pretenſions adduced in favour = 

of France, to the dominion of the ſea—It 
vill next be neceſſary to conſider, what were | 
the conſequences of the many advantages 
which the former enjoys for the acquiſition 

of maritime power; and with what Juſtice 

it may be afferted, that the naval exertions 

of Great Britain againſt France, have been 

almoſt een ſucceſsful. wt 
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. © Breſt is 300 miles from Paris; portſmouth but 73 88 | 
London. Had Breſt been only 70 miles from Paris, the 
late fortunate: excurſion of Admiral Barrington to the 
- French coaſt, would uot LINE have turned out. ſo 
ſocceſaful,” Y | 
It 


1 7 
It is unneceſſary to trace the maritime 
| Hiſtory of England, or of any other power 


in Europe, to a remoter period than the 
reign of Queen Elizabeth. For though the 


commencement of the Engliſh navy, has 


been ſuppoſed by ſome to have taken place 
in the year 1512, when commiſſioners to 
manage our naval affairs were firſt ap- 
pointed; and though ever ſince a certain 


number of ſtrong and great ſhips of war 


have been permanently and regularly kept 
on foot by the crown, yet for many years 
afterwards, / no remarkable | exploits at fea 
feet to have taken place. 


Even in the time of Queen Elizabeth, 
| which has always been conſidered a mari- 
time reign, the royal navy of England was 
not remarkable for the number of its ſhips 
of war.—Sir Edward Coke thinks it matter 


af boaſt that it amounted to thirty-three 


ſail. But however inſignificant that num- 
ber may appear in theſe times, it was fully 


a match for the naval armaments of the 


enemies of England *, M 


ths a Com vol. ths p. WP i | Boliogbroke's Works, 


voh tis egg. Opern Elizabeth, at hen deacd, laſt 42.fail, 


« * ſizes.— Monſon's Naval Trads, book i Iz ads 


$4 * The 


Naval tranſ- 
actions dur- 
ing the reign 
of Queen 


Elizabeth. 


— ang een ern res - 


| 1 EF | 
The Spaniſh Armada indeed was a naval 
. meteor, which ſeemed to portend deſtrue- 

tion wherever it bent its force: but the in- 
trinſic ſtrength of this armament was in 
truth extremely infignificant: for we are 
informed by a reſpectable Spaniſh author *, 
that the whole fleet, which conſiſted ur. 
132 fail, had not on board above 8252 
ſeamen.—The want of ſucceſs therefore in 
that attempt is not to be wondered at; for 
the fleet of England, though inferior in re- 
ſpect to the ſize of its veſſels, yet had on 

board no leſs a number than 1 DIY 5 an 
well ſkilled in maritime affairs ge 


„ bs wa | maden of Quien Elizabeth 
againſt the Spaniards, raiſed the reputation 
of this iſland to the higheſt pitch. She 
became the terror of Europe and it is ſaid, 
chat in the year 1601, the an whole 


1 


* Tingrin on Commerce, vol. i. p. 392, N 
= The following ſeems to be an exact ſtate of the ken gth 
of the two fleets, as given us by Spaniſh as well as Engliſh 


en; Ships. Tons. Sailors, Soldiers. Slaves, 
The Spaniſh Armada 132 59120 8252- 21855 288 
The Engliſh fleet 197 29744 15785 1875 

" Vide Entick's Naval Hiſtory, p. 261. He ſtates the 
8 of Spaniſh ſeamen at 8786; but I en oo bay 
855 3 of Herrara and VUztariz, © 


„ piriful 


* | 
pitiful navy did not exceed three ſhips of 
war, however trifling that number may ap- 
pear, were not permitted by that ſpirited 
princeſs to * the imalleſt addition to 
it | | 


The pacific government of James the Reign of 
Firſt, was not conſpicuous for any. great Fit: 85 
maritime efforts; : but at the ſame time we 
may learn from the writings of a contem+ 
porary author, in what eſtimation our com- 
| merce and naval forces were conlidered. 
This writer, though a Frenchman and a 
courtier, fairly confeſſes, after ſtating that 
England might aſſemble 400 veſſels of dif- 
ferent ſizes, that he could ſay very little 
. (on n'en peut dire 1 Hale), of he ma- 
rine of France 1. 
The ole 5 3 hy Firſt however, 
is diſtinguiſhed by a circumſtance, ſo hum» | 
bling to the naval pride of France, that every 
author who has written upon that ſubje& 
has not failed to take notice of it. When 
the timidity of that monarch, and the bold 


3 Grey? s Debates, vol. iii. p. 35. and yok v. P- 332 ; 
Britangia Langyens, p. 257. 
bh Eſtat'z oy Monde, -P+ 12 ond. 103, 18 
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and er fpirit by which Henry: the 


Fourth was diſtinguiſhed are remembered, 
it 18 ſeareely poſſible to conceive, that the 
latter ſhould ſuffer himfelf to ſhrink under 


the naval force which his neighbours were 
8 8 80 of; yet we are informed that in 


e famous embaſfy made by the Duke of 
Sully t to the court of Britain, the veſſel he 


Was on board of, though commanded by a 


Vice Admiral of Fr rance, was obliged to 


firike it its colours to a Fatch belonging to 


Euglaud, and. to render (as the officers of 


5 a nale veſſel termed. it) to the King their 


maſter, the honours Ane't to him as ſovereign 
of the { ſea *, Tent of : 


41 * 4 2 | BIEILO 4 21 $1 TR 7 1112 193 
ben t r of hes the Firſt is 
not deſtitute of circumſtances, which prove 


how much the French dreaded the fleet 


which England was then poſſeſſed of.— 
For though no engagement took Place be- 


tween the naval armaments of the two na- 


tions, ya Cardinal Richelieu confeſſed the 
ſuperiority of England, by building a barri- 
cado derofs the entry of the port of Rochelle, 


Letters a Tardinal'D*Offat, tom, ii. p. 238, u. 1. 
Deſlandes on Maritime Power and annere p. 76.— 


M Craftſman, e vol. IN 150 467702 
Bae „„ knowing 


1 7 ] 


knowing well, that nothing but ſuch à con- 


trivance, could prevent the Engliſh from re- 
lieving the beſieged in that city, whenever 


e een e 


Whit Oliver Cromwell ovetal theſe 
kingdoms; there is not the ſmalleſt reaſon 
to imagine, that the French had any hopes 


1 
Cromwell. 


of rivalling Great Britain at ſea.— He who 


compelled the citizens of a free common- 


wealth to crouch ſubmiſſively to his power, 
would haye ſmiled at the puny efforts of a 
nation governed by A prieſt. Indeed it is 
| acknowledged by a very intelligent author, 
that in the year 16 53˙ the French could not 
ſend 10 ſhips of Fo guns each to ſea, whilſt 


the Engliſh were able to fit out ten times as 


| many, and of much larger rates f. 


It was & Gulag che adminiſtration of this 
contemptible monarch of a free people, that 


Reign af 
Charles IL 


the French laid the foundations of their na- 


val ſtrength. Nothing could be ſuperior 
to the policy of Lewis XIVth. in purſu- 
ing his great object of acquiring for his 
; kingdom the adyantages of maritime Perz 


_* Hiſtoire de France par Milo, vol. iii. p. _ 3% 
135 Caſtell's \ s Political Annals, vol. i. P-. 21. F 14 163 
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Fail, over 22 fail of the. enemy, 
; Angle event, would have eſtabliſhed the 


TT) 


he. fomented_ the diviſion between the 
two great naval powers of England and of 


Holland, and alternately joined each of 


them, with a view of weakening the force 
of both, and of acquiring ſkill by ſupport- 
ing their mutual conteſts. Nor was the ex- 


5 perience of his ſeamen dearly purchaſed, 
Yor care in general was taken, though the 


French might be numbered among the 


combatants, that they ſhould have little con- 
Fern with the fight. 


Whilſt Charles however fat upon the 


throne of England, it may not be im- 


proper to remark, that ſuch was the high 
idea entertaingd of the maritime ſtrength of 


this country, that he ventured to (contend | 
With the united fleets of France and Hol- 
land. A bloody battle was fought near St. 


Chriſtophers with a ſquadron of the con- 
federates, in which a complete victory was. 
obtained by Sir John Harman with only t6 
- This 


wot: 


_ naval. character of. the Engliſh, had it not 


fince been fortunately eclipſed W Aill more 


| important victories *, 


* Campbell's Lives of the Admirals, vol. i, p. 284.— 


Our glorious victories: over the Dutch, during this reign, 


come not within the ſcope of this little creatiſe, 


The 


˖ EE : | 


The ſhort reign of James the Second, Reign of 


ritime affairs. That monarch began to 


repair the fatal errors which his brother 


had committed. His diſſolute and con- 


was conſpicuous for great attention to ma- JESTER 


| temptible predeceſſor, not ſatisfied with give 


ing every poſlible naval aſſiſtance. to his am- 
bitious neighbour, Lewis the XIVth. had 
even ſquandered in his own effiminate plea- 


ſures, the money which his parliament had 


voted for the ſervice of the navy.— The 
monarch whoſe reign we are now ſpeaking 


of, acted a very different part. Unfortu- 


nate however in this reſpect, that with the 
ſpirit of a Britiſh ſeaman, he was a ſlave to 


ns Prien, and a a tyrant over his people. 


The zra of the is, 18 s juſtly con- 
ſidered to be the only period of naval rival- 
ſhip, between France and England (the pre- 


ſent war only excepted); and it is fortunately 


| Reign _ 
William Ul, 


in our power, to ſtate the actual maritime 


ſtrength of the two nations, at that Era, on 
very PLL e 
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7 Srave of U the Navy of raver, anno 1691. 


— 1 - 
mocecnanti* 


— SO | 
, : 7 Major | Marine: | "Whole 


Rate of the Ships No. Guns. [9% Officers | Sailors, ſoma Crew, 


* 


' Firſt rate 12/1080 108 1232 4132 2480 7850 | 
- Second rate 211518 189 1719 4470 „ 8880 
Third rate 361928 25r | 2350 | 6142 3008 11500 
Fourth rate 26 1088 156 1167 | 2713 1570 5450 
Fifth rate 20 608 119 | 681 | 1427 092 | | 2790 


THT! 0 . Ma a8 5-4 * « o h 1 


Totals - 15 6222 823 7149 18844 10407. 36440 

Small frigates] 24 4000 125 | 446 | 937 497 1880 
Fireſhips 74 16 30 160 — 240 
form | A. * 20 90 | 190 — 280 | 
Pinks Wh 22 341] 44 190 447 —— 637 1 
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| "Bud was the ane of: the nin navy, 
| as given us by Du Tot, a French author of 
1 ak 1255 gde bie authority, who affirms, that 
2 95g this. was the moſt flouriſhing navy that 
ever France had (la plus floriſſante marine 
que la France ait eué) .I ſhall next 
give two liſts of the royal navy « of Eiighai 
| at nearly the ſame en 9 wy 3297 
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„ 3 In this ſtate, galleys are not . i 


> Reflexions Politiques ſur les Finances, tom. ii. p- 3746 
Thie book v was written anno 1732. 


ABSTRACT. 


142 1 
ABSTRACT of the Navy of ENGLAND, 
Anno 1688, according to Mr. Pepys. 


Rate of the ſhips. 5 Number. | Men. | Guns. 
1ft..rate -- = | 9 6705 878 
20. rate «= | IT 7010| 974 
3d. rate { 39 | 16545| 2640 

4th. rate 41 [ 94801980 
5th, rate 4 2 ( 
th. rate [6 420 90 
%%% 98 
Fireſhi s 26 | gos| 218 
Hoys - - |: 6 22] — 
Hulks - „ 50 — 
Ketches = — 32 
Sthacks - = = |” 5 TT Q381 | = 
Yatches _ * 1 14 T $5435 nes 
os; 
: 173 | 42003] 6930 


T - Another account gives the following more 
e ſtate of the Navy of England, at 
the acceſſion of King William. 


Rates, Nomber. 5 : 
59 xs =" 9g - = = 2x ketches” 
=" 2 = 18 _ 2 3 hoys | 
3 = 238 — F ſmacks 
n 8 4 = EE 44 „ 12 ſloops 
8 3 1 „inn 
6 „ [fromBubary. 
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Of which 5 carried each 100 guns; In all 508 
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Ruy one 0 will 1enckdy examine the 


fate ove given of the navy of France, and 


the lifts produced of the navy of England, 
will fearcely attribute any ſuperiority to the 
former. The number of guns in the two 


fleets was nearly equal; and it is to be ob- 
ſerved, that the 42,000 men, by whom the 
fleet of England was manned, conſiſted of 
men {killed i in maritime affairs; whereas on 
board the French fleet, no leſs than £0,000 | 


ſoldiers were numbered. 


0 


Nor is it improper here to remark, that | 


. 


lied had ſo many as 20,000 ſeamen to 


affift in manning her fleets,---There are in 


England; Scotland, and Ireland, ſays that 
excellent author Sir William Petty, above 
40500 ſeamen, but not a quarter ſo many 
in Franee . And tlie Abbé of St. Pierre 
informs us, that. though, anno 1688, the 
King of France could equip 100 fail, yet 
that there were the greateſt ſearcity of 
ſailors F.---Nay, Fournier, whoſe great ob- 


ject was to perſuade the. world how con- 


ſiderable the French motiarch might be at 
fea, ealculates the whole number of f fe- e oh 


1 petty s Works, p. 299. ; e 


i . Caſtel's Political Annals, vol. i. p. 21. 


. men 


liam Petty ſeems to 


0 g 8. 
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men. in France, only at 21, 00, bath for 


the royal navy, and for commerce. If this 

account is not exaggerated: (which Sir Wil- 
uppoſe is the. caſe), 
yet how .eould twenty out of twenty · ona 
thouſand nen be d for we, n 


alone%? . 


We Kan 6 now examine the foto ra . 


. val exploits of the two countries, during the 


reign of this active and warlike monarch. 


It 1 is recorded as à Gan ſaying of one of 8 


32 


— wittieft females of the court. of France, 


int the time of Lewis the XIVth, that ſince | 
the battle of Actium, no event of very 
great importance, has taken place at 'ſea; 


and indeed, though, whilſt William ſat on 
dhe chrone of England, there were a num 
ber of naval. engagements, yet there are but 
wo of magnitude ſufficient to be taken 


notice of in this little treatiſe: namely, 


| the bade of " Begchy-hends/ and 'of La 


Hogue, SIN, 1. | 
99 05 ad E hs KT | 
_ | The battle of Beachy hend is.a — 
Bance of the advantage WIG A _ AG> 
ee dete „ 
EP Te .q lov ahn R (270 5 tire 
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Uve power 409355 os, when oppoſed. to the ; 


- luggiſh operations of a confederacy,—That 
the Dutch and Engliſh had a larger force 


than France could poſſibly equip, cannot 


well be denied: for it appears from Lord 
Ki ry 8 trial, that he might have had 


6 o fall more under his command, at the 


Ane of. the. engagement, (which would 
a e rendered, him ſuperior to the enemy.) 


been as a ive as they ought to have been, 
| 5 Beat 8 Nut e their reſpeQive fleets . 


| is Js fi ngula ar, 1 that this SE 


Ficko 10 much boaſted of by the French, 
| Hou 91 h 


1T3,11t! 


ave proved ſo unimportant... Not- 


withſtanding the great ſuperiority of force, 
only fax Duteh, and two Engliſh ſhips 
were ſunk; or burtit;—The deſtruction of 
eight, Nail in ſuch. circumſtances is not ſo 


VNN. brilliant a victory, nor by any means - 


: FO Tie Bets 1 „ to. 78 men 5 war —_— 

BiipiHh had 34 in the engagentent, and 18 more blocked 

ow Plymouth; or not ready às was expeted., —The Dutch 
d 2 


at Thul, by che iihvity of the French; they had only 
36 inch of ac men uf wur tu contend with.—Barrow's 
Naval en vol. 11, ! Ee ae 

a pots bene te , og 
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the e and Dutch admiralties had 
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2 ſail, and 12 more, which ought to have been pre- 
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It } cate as to be remarked, that not- 
withſtanding this ſkirmiſh, (the burning of 
a little village excepted,) nothing of any 
conſequence 'was even attempted by the 
French; and about the end of Auguſt, 
when they underſtood that the fleet of the 
confederates was refitted, they judged it 
moſt prudent, notwithſtanding their boaſted . 
victory, to ſeek for ſhelter in their own 
ports. The enſuing year, the French had 
a 58 of 1 0 80 fail; ; whereas, acetal 


ſhips, © once more 5 e on he 


« "83 © 
*, : ; 
ocean 1. 5 1 * 
4 ; 5 * ; =, ; . 18 £3 J i - 


| With Bettes 0 us baths ef Death 


bead, it would be ridieulous indeed if a 
| ſingle event of that nature, ſo unimportalit 
in itſelf, ſhould be. ſtated as any counter- | 

balance to the various actions which have 
been fo, deciſively favourable to the arms 


of Great Britain. In the ſpace of almoſt 


200 years, this is the only event Which 


tends materially to tarniſh the luſtre? of 
| * Barrow 's Naval Hiſtory, vol. f. p. 8 * 


a 


20 | . 2 the | 
— 1 


55 


1 * 
the Britiſh flag. It may alſo be remarked, 


that this event took place at a time when 


the nation was diſtracted by faction at 
home, and when its ſovereign, ſcarcely 
ſeated on the throne of England, was con- 


tending for his rights in another king- 
dom. If the battle of Beachy-head proves 


that the Engliſh are not invincible at ſea, 


it Aſo ſhows that no inconſiderable lupe- 


9 2 0 is neceſſary te to > inſure their enemies 


ſar the reign of King William, i is diſ- 
tinguiſhed by another naval en gagement, 
which was attended with the moſt impor- 
tant conſequences. Though conſcious of 
the inferiority of their fleet, the French, 
vainly truſting to the ſuppoſed. treachery 
of, ſome Engliſh officers, ventured. out of 
their harbours. Their force amounted to 
about 50 fail. The Engliſh fleet alone was 
63 fail, and was. ſupported. by 36. Dutch 
ſhips. The particulars of the engagement 
it is unneceſſary to dwell upon. Suffice it 
to ſay, that 17 ſail of the line, from 56 to 


104 guns, were totally deſtroyed *, A na- 


val diſaſter which the French have never, 
as yet, been able to recover. 


* * Davenant's Works, vol. i. p. 40. TAE 
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In: order, however, to prove the Sreat 
ſuperiority which the Engliſh enjgyed in 
5 paint of naval ſucceſs; /it may net be im- 
| proper to give an abſtract of the POO 
French; and thoſe of _ taken oxides. 
n by the Engliſh.) - e 
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Thus, it appears, that on the ,whole, 
there was a balance i in favour of the Eng- | 
ch, amounting to no leſs a number than 


1133 . „%% OS 


05 


* 
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Butt it 'may be 0 on this, and on other 
occafions, how can the Engliſn pretend to 
have the whole glory of theſe ſücceſſes, i in 
which the Dutc in ſo confiderable a 
ſhave ? © © (0,007 6 
O81 - 5 0 | 

The caval aſfitince. vf Holland; in this 
afid. in other wars, has never beth attended 
with thoſe © advintageous conſequences 
. which might-haveibeerr expected.-i-As we 
were always the principals in the war, they : 
have ever contrived, that the greateſt part of 
the Burden ſhould lie upon us: and. there is 
ſcarcely an inſtance of their having, on 
any one occaſion; fulfilled the whole of 
their engagements Had they been active 
iPOfitting out their fleets;- and had their 


— * 10 


quotas never been deficient, the fleet of 


France could not, at any time; have ven- 
tured to face · the navy of the allies. In the 
various battles in: which they fought in 
conjunction with the Engliſh, their cou- 
one conſpicuous; ; 18 they never 


42SEC T Er 1 had, 


gut T F 


L 44 ] 


had, in any engagement, that — 
to which hey were aeg by nen 101 
213% 10 re 0 lo 1a 244 8 

Indeed, Wen nile of, > aan 4 
author to whom I; before alluded, ſeems 
to be founded on ſound principles of rea- 


ſoning, that the naval alhſtance of the 


* ow 


Dutch, on the terms gn which jt was, obs, 


inge, was of ng, ſervicęi to Great Bri» | 
tain... In grder to have the aſſiſtance of | 
40 Dutch ſhips, We allowed. as many of 


ONT, Own o(w which We e actually poſſeſſed) to 

lie roving, in dur hathours, and, in "ob 
ſtead, maintained. 09. les a number than 
about 40, ooo ſoldiers on the continent F, 
During King William's wars, the navy 
eoſt us 18,06 1,9384. 10. and during the 


A 


: fame . . ſpace of time, the expence of our 


armies abroad amounted, to 20,982, 0 23, 


184. 7:4. If one. million leſs had Fm | 
ſpent every year on a land army, and ex. 


: pended on a fleet, it would have increaſed 


At. full qne third, and rendered our navy ; 
| ſo. poyerful, that, in the words of Dave- | 


nant, % we might have. carried on a war 


[© nſw be by penn eg The 
"eps ani Works; vol. E p. 40g. b 


1 Grey's ng Fol.? * b. 75 von 25. 
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Dutek, brei, whilſt we pal ſo dearly 
for their aſſiſtanee, are net to he conſidered 
in 2 the light of confederates, but of mer- 
ries, who, receiving our pay, are Rot 
added be any diſtinet ſhare in the glory ef 
our eonqueſts. It may farther be re 
marked, that (King William's wars only 
excepted) even in thoſe” of Queen Anne, 
whenever we have had the affifturics:of 
the Duteh, that the powerful monarchy 
of Spain, has always thirown' its trefure 
and its navy thts” he ſcale * of France, 
which, even with kllat additional "weight, 
bas hever as yet plepotiderated. 
«T0209 21h" no e19thio} Soor bod 
Ever ſinoe the battle f La Hof „ e 
ite Abbe Raynal®,” the raval powers of 
France have been upon the EY and 
' fro that peri iod Great Britain has affümed 
the f apetiotley, Unfortunately, however, 
1 the reign of Queen Anne was more Uftit- 
_ guiſhed for its attention to the land, than 
| fo the ſea-ſervice. The brilliant del 
of a a Marlborough, 9 795 the nation at large 
a greater zeſt for military than naval glory ; 
and being completely exhauſted by the ex- 
pence of maintaining great armies af mer- : 


FOES e Hiſt. . iv. p. 400. 8 > A | 
eli 1i\sL a "i | 


LL 46 11 
congries//phroad, we had: but little to lay 
out en, che natural bubyark of Greats! 
xitain. On the 13th of Auguſt, 17044 

battle. was.” fought; near Malaga. The 
| flrangth of the two fleets was nearly equal, 
and both ſides have claimed the vidtory. It 
was undoubtedly equivalent to a victory in 
favour of the Engliſh, as it not only pre- 
vented the French from giving that afliſt- 
ance to the Spaniards, who were belieg- 


ing Gibraltar, which was the great object 
of the armament, but alſo diſabled them 


from ſending any formidable ſquadron to 
ſea, during the remainder of. the . 


13 6 8 $$ 

* The "ny fleet, at the bunt of Mal 
of 69 Tall, of different ſies. Es 45 3 the 
Dutch, only'r2 preſent at defining 6'of their * 
dion having gone home, as no battle was expected. -ef 

7 they deen preſent, the fleets would have been exactly e. 
| in point of numbers. No ſhips were taken on either . 
The Engliſh and Dutch had 2719 killed and wounded, in- 
cluding. 49: officers. The French, na leſs than 3948 ſeamen, 
and: 180 feen. Vide Entick's Naval as . 


8 


19 
* 


: —Bagrow?s Hift. vol. j iii. p. 79s: 


Ie is hoped, that, thoſe: who, are not latied nike 
_ authority of Englich writers, will give eredit to the account- 
which Voltaire gives us of the battle of Malaga: Immes»- 
„temen apres Ia priſe de Gibraltar, la flotte Angloiſe, 

« maitreſſe de le wer, attaqua a la vue de Malaga le Comte 


. de Toulouſe, Amizal de France: batile indeciſe a la 
(© yerite, mals dernier een | 
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+ The following is an abſtract of the Rog | 


Bür- and French ſhips taken or deſtroyed in 
Queen Anne's war. Conſidering the num- 


bers loſt. hy England, during that period, 
hy ſtorms and accident 
tlie Freneh, muſt ſtrike every im partial per. 


, the balance againſt 


on, (as being truly Gecifive ® r 
370 Nino 10n 31:88 c 15 I 3730 crow 
ils BnGLIsn ſhips 100 or taken. ane 
: 310 C1 +; Jr 
e 6. e fa roi 4855 15 
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« ee ni ſur e marine renzra 
« pref que. dans Vetat dont Louis XIV. Pavoit. tirce, ainſi 
« que. tant d'autres choſes eclatantes qui ont ſous loi, leur 


= : 4e orient, & leur ue eee * Louis XIV. 


— „ene, * 606 ii 049% Bai 5 A Arcen An — 
. is -aſtoniſhiog mk, that Fl beet ef Buy 


ſhould make ſuch a figure 1 as it did during this "reign; . 


ſidering the great exertions at land, and the number of ſhips” 


wich Were llt by hvrricanes, ot by sctident. On the 26th = 


nd api of November 170 33 no leſi a number thati thirteen 


wens oi war, with 1519 ſeamen, were caſt away; beſides” 


numbers that were difmaſted, and otherwiſe damaged; "hd 
when. the gallant Shovel was loſt on the rocks of Scilly, two 


- fail of- thei line, a inal ſhip, and two 3 r, 
peritued with zbi m.. „% » N je, 
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Thus i. appears that the balance in fa- 


vour of England, during that war, amounted 
to 1498 guns, a number nearly equal to 


the whole loſs ſuſtained by the Engliſh, 


wete taken o or deſtroyed. 


It wield be Improper, Mend "_ omit z 
remarking, upon this occaſion, chat what - 


ever thight hade been the ſucceſs* of our 


naval operations, during the reign of Qu Queen 2 
Anne, yet that there ire inconteſfable evi- 


' dence of two facts: iſt, That the Dutch 
continued to Be as deficierit in fatrniſhing 
their trotas, as when their own Stadtholder ; 
_iAt _ the chrone pd England *; and, 


7 ON 


FOES 2 8 


ph Swift, i in his pamphlet, entitled, cc The Condac of 
* the A 
During King Wilnam's wärs, 
.** moſt entirely neglected, and the 
A lions See Ne to en] ge the frontier of the 


>. 


»,” throws out many. hints upon this ſubje. 
de fays, the fea was al- 
part of fix mil- 


* Ss ; 6c Daun; '. 
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adly, That notwithſtanding that great os e 


ficiency, the navy of the allies, if pro- 
perly conducted, ought always to have en- 
joyed a conſiderable ſuperiority. in point of 

zune over een een 


| Sram of a of the Atzrs ding 
Queen ANNE $ Wars. - . 


| 8 [Dutch Datch Dutch de- Allied alleddest 

Years. | Ships. Ships. Quore. beten. Fleet. according 

+44) 4 1 | 1 ; ſto treaty. 

1702 | 74 | 38 44. . 107 118 

1703 79 22 47 25 [ror | 126, 
1704 74 | 18 | 44 | 26 | 92 | 118 

1905 79. | 20 [47 | 27 | 99 | 126 

17056 78 15 | 46 | 31 | 93 | 124 

170% 722 27 | 43 | 16 | 99g 115 

1708 | 69g | 25 | 43 | 18 94 112 

1709 | 60 11 42 31 | 71 | 102 
171062 1337 | 24 | 75 | 99 3 
1711 59 12 35% 23 24. A 11920 


a Dotch : for the king was Es Oh; and not an admiral ; 
dad although king of England, was a native of Hol- 
land. In Queen Anne's time, it was the kingdoms  _ 
« misfortune, that the ſea was not the Duke of Marlbo- . 
« rovgh's element, otherwiſe the whole force of the v war, bl 85 . . „ 
« would infallibly have been beſtowed there, infinitely o 
«the advantage of his country.” Page 11 and 9. 
WE. » Journals of the Houſe . Comments vol. xvii. abs 
ur dr hg b tte 
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| fem = ftate it is that bee 
| to treaty, the combined fleet, whilſt France 
pretended to ſend any conſiderable Juatrec 
to ſea, (which' was only during the three 
firſt years of the wary) always ought to have 
exceeded one hundred fail z whereas the 
French could only muſter fixty-nine, at: the 
deciſive battle of Malaga. What ſucceſs then 
might we not have expected, had the Dutch, 
inſtead of being deficient in their quotas, 
Proportionally aſſiſted in weakening the 
common enemy? Nay, they were not only 
«deficient, but when their fleet did appear, it, | 
was in the words of Dean Swift, no more 
than appearing, for they immediately ſepa-: 
rated to look to their nnn and protect 
OO N 24 | r 
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| The x reign of Geoide the Firſt did not ot 
4 produce any tranſaction, of which it is ne- 
| _cellary to take particular notice, in this 
tract. For though it is ſignalized by the 
*deciſive victory obtained on the coaſt of 
| _ "Sicily, 3 yet the Spaniſh fleet alone ſuffered in 
that fortunate engagement. This period 
however was „ by the lacotiic. 
epiſtle written by the famous Ws alton, in 
Which he informed his admiral, char he had 
1011 | „ 1 taken 


1 


1 0 1 


daken or deſtroyed as per margin, which 
margin contained a lift of eight Spaniſh 


men of war. A few Waltons in our navy 
would ſtill humble the _ of the 1 of 


Bourbon *. 

Our Kipatitrity at Tea was highly c con- 2 of 1. 
ſpicuous whilſt George the Second ſat upon 3 
the throne of England. The year 1 747 in 
particular was fatal to the French navy. In 
one fortunate engagement fought on the 

Zd of May, the brave Lord Anſon captured 
five fail of the line, a 44 gun ſhip, and four 
veſſels fitted out as frigates. On the 14th 
of October, Admiral Hawke was equally 
ſucceſsful, having taken five fail of the line, 
ä a a 8 1 ſhip. "nh both: Wer ra 
# hs Spaniſh. font a ok guns, and ny 5 
board 8830 men. The Englith fleet was ſtronger, havin 
1400 guns, and 8885 men. Above one half of the Sin 
fleet, mounting 754 guns, were taken or burnt, The gal- 
lant Walzen letter i 1s worth copying. as 2 pattern to o_ Taken. 
dera ſeamen. >, 4. a 
18 of lin of615% Pad Of | 2 - "<0 
. We have en 404 Gebe nd W Spaniſh ſhips and | 1 43 
| b pe upon, the coaſt, as per margin. }1 = 24 
I 1 am, Kc. . 125 4 2 
Dy 9 S Gronen w. ron. 3 54 
"Sy cas, 105 e eee „ 
r „FF 1 
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Jer of the admiralty could 


tel) 


| the-Englifh ſquadrons whre greadly-faperivr | 


in number to the enemy, and though the 
French behàved well, yet in point of Krill, 
diſcipline, and courage, they __ i "to 


have been inferior . 4 "© renin, 


It is ſurely N to enter into a de- 


55 tail. of the naval tranſactions during 1 the, war 
of 1756. They muſt ſtill live in en 


mory of every Briton... If Englichmen were 


accuſtomed to fight gallantly in former times, 
during that war they ſeemed to have ſur- 
_ paſted, themſelves. Of the navy of Francs, 


which. with the acceſſions during the courſe 


of the war, ameunled to 237 ſhips, 131 
were taken by the Engliſh; and when the 


following ſtatement lis conſidered, it will 
be difficult to conceive how any Britiſh | 
afterwards 
1 axely. aſſert in his feat in parliament, 
that the fleet of France muſt ever be ſu- 
1 Perfor to that of England, when ſhie choſe 
to bend her whole attention to gs RPA 


'' | Beger department.” VVV 
4 , L 0 wh Eutickꝰ «Naval Hit. | p. 114 be bark 
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Sir William Mildmay' s Political Treatiſes, 12 1 
id Remarks on the Marine of France, contain 
me excellent obſervations upon naval mattera, and eſpe · 


ne tially upon the naval tranſactions of the war that 3 
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- STATE of the Navy of: FRANCE, 


during the War of 1756, 
Ships. Guns, Men. 
Line of battle „„ %% 
e =_ Ry: | = 3 


5 mT meg 
Taken « or cetivged 
Line of battle 47 * 
Frigates __ $2 78,. $0,470 
Il: 1 the French — | 
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At the concluſion of the laſt war, it was 
generally ſuppoſed, in the words of Ray- 
nal, That Great Britain could balance 5 * 
% its maritime force, the navy of the uni- 
1 verſe T.“ Since that glorious. period, how 
| have the mighty fallen ! I turn away from 
the diſaſtrous ſcenes t to which we e have been | 


1 . Letters PRESTO the Prefent State of the French | 
Nation, p. 129. This author ſoppoſes, thatthough 60, 420 
was the full complement of the ſhips captured. or deſtroyed 
by the Engliſh, yet that not above 40;000 ſeamen were ac- 
_ tually taken, excluſive of merchantmen. - The value of the 


ſhips taken by the Engliſh, amounted to e 


+; Reyual's Hiſt. vol. iv. p. 401. 
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5 lately accuſtomed, to contemplate. better 
proſpects. i vs 2 | - 


If our ſeamen i in the firſt 1 do not 


behave gallantly, they ſeem to me to be 
without excuſe. The future operations of 


the war, muſt be principally confined to 
their element. And on their ſucceſs in 


the naval conteſt in which we are engaged, 


their o.]. characters, the honour of their 
profeſſion, and the exiſtence of their country 


muſt- depend Conſiderations which have 


never failed of producing the moſt vigor- 


ous exertions among that gallant race of 
TN: 5 5 | 


wo Ie 5 
"I E 


In the — — pia e the Alrectors of our 


5 navy - muſt ever be held inexcuſable, if in 
: the hn ſtate. of public affairs, they ſhall | 


be wanting in their duty. They will na- 
turally avoid thoſe rocks, on which their | 


| predeceſſors were ſhipwrecked; and as many 


of them in former times have themſelves 


fought bravely, they ſurely will not be de- 


ficient in Fs out to N Fre ne 
path to — VFC 
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Thirdly, : 


Tat 


Thirdly, The king, the parliament, and 
Pan ra at large, muſt be truly intereſted 
ſpectators of the naval conteſt we have en- 
tered into; and the certain proſpect of 
their applauſe, muſt rouſe the moſt languid 
to exertion, and the moſt ſpiritleſs to vigour 
and activity. It ſeems neceſſary however, 
that ſome marked and inequivocal demon- 
ſtration ſhould be given, that the navy is 
the peculiar and darling favourite of the 
publick, and the ſureſt road to fame, to 
fortune, and to glory *, 


| Theſe are the grounds which induce me, 
to hope better for the future. For though 


*The inſtitution of the aav order, or an order of the 
marine, might be attended with the happieſt conſequences. 
If the general idea was approved of, it would not be diffi- 
Cult to Fetch out the minutiz of ſuch an inſtitution. The co- 
Tour of the ribbon ought ſurely to be white; for none ſhould 
de permitted to wear that honourable mark of diſtinction, 
who had not contributed to humble the white Jag 0 of the 
Houſe of Bourbon, _ ” 
Other publick rewards alſo might be thought of. —For | 
inſtance; a gallant and ſucceſsful officer, ſuch as the com- 
mander of the Foudroyant, might have the privilege of fit- 
ting in his uniform under the gallery, with Britiſh and Iriſh 
peers, when ſtrangers were admitted into the houſe of com 
mons, and of ſtanding at the ſteps of the throne, with 


noblemen's ſons, in the houſe of peers. Such privileges 


would gratify the natural am bition of gallant men. 
* 3 : our 


' * * 

our enenties: are numerous, and unfortu- 
nately united in the great object of hum- 
bling the Britiſh flag, yet the ſucceſs of their 
ſcheme, muſt depend fully as much upon 
our inactivity, as upon their ſtrength. Let 


us bend our whole attention to'the naval de- 
partment. Let us be firm, ſteady, - and 


united, and it is ill poſſible; that the war, 
; which at preſent ſeems to threaten our own 
. coaſts, may yet- be W 1 into the wart 2 


ven ⸗ gf or enemies. 9303 ies 


To conclude, if che Ar of == 


£2 ſheets has failed in his attempt to refute the 


noble Lord's aſſertion, he truſts it will be 


| imputed, 1 not to the weakneſs of the cauſe, 
but to the inability of its literary champion, 
He ſhould · conſider himſelf on the other 
hand fortunate indeed, if by this ſimple 
narrative of facts, he mould convince his 
_ countrymen, that the trident of Neptune is 
not as yet wreſted from our hands, but 


chat Britain ou 45 100 to continue FORE mile 


treſs of the ocean. Fahy Y | 
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THOUGHTS 


ON THE 


NAVAL STRENGTH 
5 © OF THE ” 
BRITISH EMPIRE. 
PART 
- TENDING To POINT OUT WHAT STEPS MIGHT BE 


TAKEN AT. THIS TIME FOR A SPEEDY AND 
EFFECTUAL INCREASE OF THE NAVY, 


Nee tamen hz clades, defectioneſque ſociorum moverunt, 
<< et pacis unquam mentio apud Romanos fieret; neque ante 
« conſulis Romam adventum, nec poſtquam is rediit, renova- 
« vitque memoriam acceptz cladis : quo in tempore, ipſo adeo 
% magno animo civitas ſoit, ut conſuli ex tanta clade, cujus 
| © ipſe cauſa maxima fuiſſet; redeunti, et obviam itum, fre- 
te quenter ab omnibus ordinibus fit, er gratiæ adtæ quod de ro- 
«« publica non deſperaſſet. Tir. Liv. L. xxii. e. 61. 


{Originally printed anno 1782. 
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ADVERTISEMENT. 


OY "THz 


_ Firſt Edition of Pax T II, 


ok a An CERES I ventured 
to communicate to the Public, 
fuch obſervations. as occurred to me, 
relative to the natural advantages 
poſſeſſed by Great Britain, for the 
acquiſition of naval power; with a 
ſhort account of the principal gallant 
actions, which, prior to the com- 
mencement of the laſt war, had been 
performed at e by the natives of 
: as ann, 1 | 


Ada. 


It has fines ed that it might 


not be an improper ſubject of in- 


veſtigation, to inquire how far the 
obſtacles, which are commonly urged 
| gat any farther increaſe of our 


N 


1 „5 
navy, namely, the ſuppoſed difficulty 
">. an een more ſhips and more 
x a re, well founded: And. as 
| mining unn a queſtion, cannot 
poſſibly do any harm; and as ſome 
ideas. may be thrown out, which, in 
the hands. of abler and more expe- 
rienced men, may be attended with 


ſeryice to the Fol I was induced , |}. 


to hazard the following addition to 
former, publication. i, 
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NAVAL. STR EN GT H : 


or E 


BRITISH. EMPIRE. 


as Parti 


OED 7 
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AHE reports Which have been lately 
circulating of an approaching peace, 
induced me to examine a very curious and 
important political p paper, intitled «AN! HIS- . 
. TORICAL MEMORIAL OF THE Nz60- 
*''TIATION OF FRANCE AND ENGLAND, 

„ FROM THE 26th MARCH TO THE 26k | 
« SEPTEMBER, 1761. 0 It is tranſlated 
from a French original, which was pub- 
liſhed by the court of France, with a view 
of proving, that every ſtep was taken at 


[ 6 ] 
| that time, conſiſtent with the dignity of an 
independent power, to procure an accom- 
modation. The ſplendid ſucceſs which 
had attended the arms of Great Britain, and 
the low ſtate to which France was reduced, 
are too well known to require any particular 
recital. Vet the memorial alluded to (near 
the concluſion) contains this judicious and 
4 well-founded obſervation. -** They who 
* talk: fo readily, and upon all occaſions, 
that we-muſt make peace, do not conſider 
te that however well diſpoſed a ſovereign 
* may be for the re-eſtabliſhment of tran- 
quillity, his deſire cannot be effectual, but 
« when it is equally ſincere on the part of 
the other belligerent powers. 


9 To find ſuch a. ſentiment held forth by a 
French courtier and ſtateſman (for the Duke 


5 de Choileul ſubſcribes the memorial) at a 


: moment when, France was reduced. to the 
5 very brink of deſtruction; ; and to hear, on 

the other hand, the mean and puſillanimous 
manner i in which the citizens of this free 
country are too apt at preſent to expreſs 

themſelves, J confeſs, fills me with equ ual 
grief and. aſtoniſhment. . That peace, is at 
5 this time a deſirable odge. 40a country, that 


ow has 


„„ 
has been ſo long engaged in a war, unattended 
with many proſperous events, no man is more 
willing to allow: but that we are as yet re- 
duced to a ſtate that ought to make us wiſh 
for peace on on any terms, however degrading 
and humiliating, is a tenet which every 
man, who ſineerely wiſhes the glory and 
proſperity of his country, ought ſtrenuouſſy 
to oppoſe. The moſt valuable acquiſſtions 
may be too dearly purchaſed; and it is Pro- 
bable that thoſe who ſo loudly exclaim for 
peace, are ignorant of the terms which are 
demanded by the enemy, and the ſtate to 
which they are reduced, and alſo unac- 
quainted with the plans which it is in our 
power to purſue, together with the reſources 
Ml in. our. Ke | 


The terms demandes by the” enemy, I 
have no acceſs to be better acquainted with, 
than any other private individual; but it is 
generally underſtood, that, in addition to 
American independence ; in addition to the 
renunciation of Grenada, of Minorca, and 
of our former ſettlements in the Gulph of 
Honduras; in addition to the evacuation of 
New York and of Charleſtown; in addi- 
tion to the reſtoration of — of 
TT | | : -*. Ws 
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in addition to the ſurrender of Gibraltar, 
and, for ought that Ik now, of Jamaica, that 


other terms, equally diſgraceful and ruigous, 


either have been, or are to be demanded. 


— Britiſh flag muſt no longer be reve- 


ed in the Britiſh, ſeas; nor will our 
| ed, unleſs. the act of navi- 


tion. may is: annihilated. the: beafied 
Wh of our former ſplendor and proſperi+ 


Loy Aa He Me Mg Horns, me 


07 th 115 25 Ty: Br 1 2% rm 2.36 Bs FRA 
® See the addreſs « of thanks 40. the Great ere ol 
den, In the collection of ſtate papers, relating to the firſt 
eee of the ſoverejgaty of the United States 
Af America, by the States, General of the; United Nother- 
lands, of which the following is an extract : The difi- 
< culties that oppoſe themſelves to a partial pacification 
© between Great Britain and Holland, are too multiplied 
28 to eee 'Such as the reſtoration of the 
flions taken from the States, &c. Se. Kc. The an- 
4 nibilation, if Poliible, of the a of navigation, an act 
< which carries:too evident marks of the ſupremsey affected 
oY England over all other maritime people, vit be attrad 
attention at the, approgching negociation of” peace; finally, 
the #rctffty of breaking the Joke Mat Great Britain 


_ 4, would:impoſe: bn chr flag) to make ker's feſpected in the 


Northern Ocean, as the, n 
er objects of 1 nature, which, as the petulant pro- 
/ -qetdiops'of the court oF London tive given riſe to them, 

wil] ee foruiſn matter for ee negocis- 
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on ſuch terms as theſe, muſt not for à mo- 

ment have conſidered to what a [wretched 
ſtate ok a treaty 1 would reduce us. 


RE 7 0 ls 174 


0 Allow me alſo. to enquire, o of. thoſe ho 7 
are anxious for peace on any term. what is 
th 8 of thoſe, powers at whoſe fo 
re to erouch ? „The. ſtate .of, France 3 3 - 
3 Bri With a fleet which, ih 
| but- à peace can re-eſtabliſh, and, w 
re-eſtabliſhed, muſt render any peace, e 
lived and precarious, and with her finances 
| in ſuch diſorder, that her creditors.are ever 
moment dreading that their Property; wal 
be attacked. Will Spain be long Able to 
continue the war, baffled and djlpirited as 
he is by the failure of her attempts on Gib- 
raltar, and. compelled, for want of ſpecic, 
to borrow half a million of money from ho 5 
Dutch, and to tranſport it by land to Spain at 
| a conſiderable riſk and expence *?- The dif 
rated ſtate of Holland, and her i incapacity 
to carry on the war, every packet from the 
continent evinces; and before this time * 
is more than probable that the congreſs of „ 
America may regret the haughty manner in 


. — Med by the Spaniſh gorerameitt lt already 


at u diſcount of 14. per cent. and is likely ſoon to become Oe 


: _ the Paper dollars of America. * 
BE which: 
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The ſituation alſo of Europe in . 
with reſpect to grain, muſt ſoon diminiſh 
the inſolence of our enemies, and render 
chem truly deſirous of obtaining peace, upon 
terms of which we need not be aſhamed 
to accept. The price of grain in France 
(ich, it is well known, is the principal 
-food of the inhabitants of that country) 
is already double to what it was laſt year, 
and will ſtill be dearer *, Whereas, fortu- 
nately, it is only in reſpect of barley and 
oats, and not of heat, that the crop of 
England is deficient. But wherever the 
deficiency may be, whether in this coun- 
try, in France, in Spain, or in Holland, it 
is well known that the greateſt part of the 
ſupply muſt be procured from the Baltic; pL 
and the following ſtate of the commerce of 
that ſea, for three years preceding 1782, 
will, it is hoped, clearly prove, that we have 
no reaſon to dread a i ſearcity on our part, > pg 


* 3 at on is at * 29 1 or cwt. 
the current Price laſt year was only 14 livres; and the price 
at preſent i in London, is 18 ſhillings, or about 21 livres. 
The difference in our favour, e n en 
_ + is very ne 5 5 e GR 
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it can he procured by trade with the Baltic, 


vrhatever may be t 
| of our enemies. Br 07 
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he ſituation and fortune 


Lai Sbipr that paſſed the Sound to and from 


the Baltic, for three Years preceding 1785. 
a Ley £4 2 Ditto Fo. F 


Nariom. in i479. 


Bremeners 


Dantzickers 196 


Danes 1353 
See 7 - 
Nam 16 


Genoeſe EP 


| Hamburghers 31 


Pruſſians 


eee 
Portugueſe ' 20 


| Roftockers 64 
Ruſſians 62 
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; It; inchopeTThat, this account, the avthen-! 
ticity. of; which may be depended upon, 
will be ſome comfort to thoſe, who, are; pers. 
|  petually dreading that our commerce is to- 
_ tally, annihilated; and it is a ſingular cir= 
cumſtance to ſee aur trade increaſing. from 
1651 to 2001 ſhips, notwithſtanding the 
wat We are engaged in, whilſt in the ſame 
ſyace of time, the Dutch eee n 


3 


275 "oY only 9 fail. 85 ( n 
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As to the plan that ugh; to be ot na 


a different objects_ which it is in our ED 
* to purſue, „ nos) 
85 0 8E 

he w war in N has proved ſo unſuo- 
ceſsful, and every attempt fo atchieve the 


conqueſt of that country has been attended 
with ſuch calamitous circumſtances, that no 


5 dender will probably by be found bold.engugh; 
to Propoſe the renewal of ſo inauſpicious; an; 
15 attempt: but as ſome poſts, on the continent 
way poſſibly be ſtill retained, and as the 
| whole future fortune of the War will depend 
ypon. che chaice that i is made of a poſt on 
225 continent, it is neceffary:in a peculiar 
manner to inveſtigate 8 ans ought to 
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be phickech upon 2 more eſpecially as New 
2 ſeems: at preſent to be the favourite 
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ted for the porpoſe.” = 1 
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Adds 1 dl New: Vt the 
_ firſt object of our attack, has proved a Prin- 
cipal ſource of our misfortunes in America: 
That continent was only vulnerable in its 
extremities; [Whilſt we attacked the colo- 
nies in the centre of their empire; it was in 
their power, with much greater eaſe than 
atherwiſe could have been done, to afſem< 
ble men from every corner of the continent 
to ſupply them with Proviſions, and to fur- 
niſh them with every neceſſary article of 
war. Whereas if Charleſtown had been 
our firſt object in America, we müſt very 
| ſpeedily, have obtained. the poſſeſſion of the 
province of -which- that: city is the capital, 
and might have gradually gone on leaving 
no enemy behind us until we had either 
regained the poſſeſſion of the. whole con- 
| tinent, or at leaſt ſecured to ourſelves the 
ſouthern eaten, are * . 
moſt valuable. 1 


Ik New. York or Charleſtown. Us muſt: 
= evacuated, there is reaſon to imagine 
9 F 2 that 


1 681 

_ that Charkfonn is the fitteſt place for be- 
ing our ſtrong- hold in America. One half 
of the troops now at New York, if added ta 
the preſent garriſon at Charleſtown, would 
be put in poſſeſſion of the whole province 
of South Carolina, and inſure to us ſome of 
the moſt lucrative branches of the American 
trade. Charleſtown alſo is a place which 
may be rendered impregnable; whereas 
New. York muſt always be vulnerable to the 
attacks of a. Skilful and of an active enemy. 
If it is neceſſary therefore for the character 
of the nation, which I. conſider it to be, 
that an aſylum. ſhould be kept up at any 
reaſonable expence, for the unfortunate loy- 
aliſts of America, until the preſent troubles 
are ſettled, Charleſtown i is undoubtedly _ 


ſpot. which. ought. to be pitehed upon. 


be well-informed author of the Political "om 
- Printed-into quarto/anno 1782, has given us the — 
ſtate of the export ſtaples. from our different colonies anno 

1764, which fully proves. 160 ee, value of the two 8 

8 | rolinas; © + 2 645 CRF * TE : ne 4 41 Ck 2 
Tube amount of the WeſIndis ports 4. ee 

- Thoſe of the two Carolinas, be 41. 1 722,700. . 

| "Thoſe of the tobacco colonies * e 3377228. | 
mars RP th nn. — 9581562 


. 7.5807 = 9 


h 1. t alſo to be bn: * Charleſtown is Particu · | 
- larly well”cafcoſated for the exportation of grain, rice, 


4 Fg he enn we require. I 8 
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The only advititage which New York 
enjoys over Charleſtown is, that it anſwers 
better as a port to ſhelter our men of war, 
- particularly | our Weſt India ſquadron in 
the hurricane ſedſon, and enables us (at it 
is ſaid) more effectually to diſtreſs the com- 
merce of the colonies, | | 

With par to ſhelter $i our thivs of 
war, the port of Halifax is much better 
calculated than either for that important 
purpoſe. In the words of Abbe Raynal, 
that port may be ealled the natural rendez- 
' vous of both the land and ſea forces which 
Great Britain may think herſelf obliged to 
maintain in America, either for the defence 
ol her ſugar iſlands or the protection of her 
| fiſheries. Halifax has none of thoſe natu- 
ral obſtructions to which the harbour of 
New York is ſubjected“, and has alſo ad- 
vantages, in regard to maſts and timber, 
which render it in every reſpect a _ 
place for being a maritime arſenal. | 8 to | 
diſtreſſing the trade of the ebe x two or 
_ three additional eruizers would do that more 


| ® There is no bar at Halifax, nor is it ever incommpded | 
with ice, which is far from being the caſe with New York. 
» Halifax, an excellent harbour might be found u 
ort Royal | in South Carolina, - 
. F 3 effectually, 
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ffeQually, on. can exer be expected from 
the poſſeſſion of New; York: : at any rate, 


o many millions per annum would be very 
idly expended,;if i it only anſwered. the pur- 


poſe of providing a port for our cruizers, 


_Anc [ 2 lurking Place, for our er eatee, | 


I inſtead of WES, a n, therefore, New 


OTE ES 


evacuated, we: hawks Hos win: a very dif- 
ferent. figure from what has lately been the 


 caſe,, If the. garriſon of New, York, Long 


Illand, Oc. including the armed and diſci- 
plined refugees, amounting to 20, o men: 


andi if with five of theſe, and with the 7000 


men now in Charleſtown, or, in other worde, > 
with a body of 12, ooo ſoldiers, we could re- 
taig, the poſſeſſion of Qharleſto wn, and ac- 
Auire the dominion of the province of South 
 Cardlina, it is evident that there would rer 
main 15, oo men to be employed in de- 

© fending our Weft-Indiaflarids, i or in attadk- 
| Ing/the ſettlements, of our enemies n forte 
which, if properly made uſe l 5 
turn the tide of. our affairs. 


a4 


I in conſequence a alſo of the unreaſonable 
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Perſevere for ſome time longer in thi pre- 
ſent war, were the plan above ſtated pur- 
ſued, the war would not be ſo ruinouſſy 
expenſive as it is at preſent. . Our troops 
might;be maintained by the grain and rice 
of Carolina, nor would it be neceſſary to 
tranſport proviſions from this country for 
their ſubſiſtence. Our armies would not 
require to be attended by ſuch a, number of 
veſſels as they at preſent demand; a ſervice 
which, employs. many. thouſands of the 
* of our ſeamen. Our navy. would not 
e eternally occupied i in conveying provi- 
Lions to our armies, inſtead of being employ- 
ed, as they ought; to be, in humbling the 
naval armaments of « our enemies: and laſtly 
our troops, inſtead of being eooped up in 
ſome little inſignificant ſpots, from whence 
no real advantage can be obtained, if ſent 
to attack the poſſeſſions of our enemies, 
would ſoon acquire glory to Fer. 
s and territories to er SOUNDS, de ties 
7's to a Jet Gs war in 5 retain- 
| ing the poſſeſſion of New York, garriſoned 
by an expenſive army of 20, ooo men, there 
cannot be, in every reſpect, a more con- 
1 idea. It would be better to a- 
p 14 | ſemble 


LT, 
ſemble every ſoldier we have in America, 
from Quebec, Charleſtown, c. to one 
ſpot, to ſearch for the army of the United 

States, wherever they were poſted, and to 
attack them even in their entrenchments, 
with the ancient ſpirit of Britiſh ſoldiers, 
firmly reſolving either to be maſters of the 
whole continent, or totally to abandon it. 
A defenſive war, if it ſhbuld coft nothing, - 
diſgraces the nation by whom it is carried 
on: but a defenſive war, that would be more 
expenſive than the moſt active campaign 
recorded in the hiſtory of this country, no 
wiſe man can poſſibly approve of. It would 
ſoon be put an end to, by the ſpirit and op- 
poſition of parliament, or byt the indignation 
| of 1 the prope; N 


Some, however, are of opinion that the 
continent of North America, at leaſt the 
Thirteen United Provinces, ought to be to- 
tally abandoned: and though I have ven- 

c tured to ſuggeſt the plan which might be 
purſued, were the contrary ſyſtem to take 
place, yet I confeſs that the total dereliction 
of that continent does not appear to me an 
impolitic idea; at leaſt if the report is well 
fumes; that no ien will be given 


for 


1 


1 


for evacuating New York, or Charleſtown 
(becauſe the independance of the whole 
thirteen provinces is the baſis of the confe- 


deracy, and they have no poſſeſſion belong- 
ing to us which they can give us in return). 


Whereas if we can conquer any of the colo- 
nies of France or Spain, we are ſurely enti- 
tled to retain them, or, when peace is con- 


cluded, to 3 an een compen- 


t the other meds of the confulomen 
1 were to be attacked, one or other 
of the following plans might be adopted. 


We might either attack the Weſt India | 


colonies of France, none of which would be 


able to reſiſt the efforts of a ſpirited attack; 


and, heavy as the charges of the war have 
been, there is every reaſon to helieve that we 
could conquer poſſeſſions from that nation, 
whoſe value would nearly repay the expen- 
ces we have been put to“; or, if France is 


thought to be an enemy whoſe colonies can- 


The value of the French Weſt India iſlands will ſuffi- 
dad appear, from the following ſtate of the ſhips that 
were ſent to them from, France, anno 1776: namely, to 
St. Domingo, 3535 to  Guadaloupe, 88; to Martinique 
and St. Lucia, 141; total, 582; befides 58 veſſels ſeot to 
tze coaſt of n with ſlaves, | 


not 
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' not eaſily be maſtered; we aire likely to find 
the continental ꝓoſſeſſions of Spain à very 
eaſy acquiſition. There is little reaſon to 
expect much refiſtance from the natives (if 
in many provinces they would not fly to our 
aid); and it is not probable the hartened 
veteranis who. are now in America, would 
periſh in the manner which thoſe rœ troops 
have in general done, who have been ſent 
on ſuch expeditions. The poſſeſſion · of al- 
moſt any province in that part of the world, 
would enable us to acquire the greateft p Part 
of the trade of Spaniſh Ainerica, and would 
| compenſate for the treaſure | we have 


e 
But dete 60 which, thou; th we 
Herb retbedl to a ſtate ever ſo delperate, ir Will 
always be in our power to purfue; and that 
is, to fupport, in conjunction with the other 

powers in Europe, and in particular with 
the armed neutrality, à fyſtem of 4 general | 
colonial æmuncipation. If the *olonies of 
France, and more eſpecially if thoſe of 
Spain, were open to our manufactures, we 
mould have the greateſt reaſon to Tejoice at 
the independance of America. Indeed a 
general colonial W would be a 
= fortunats 


wh 


ten! 
fortunate concluſion of the preſent war, 
both for this country, and for mankind: 
thoſe rich and fertile provinces, which South 
America contains, have too long groaned un- 
der the dominion of the proud and flaggith 
Spaniard, and might ſoon wear a new face, 
were they opened to the exertions and induſ- 
try of this country, and of Europe. To 
quoted s whether the different Powe of the - 
 Hitem, is to doubt of their bien poſſeſſed a 
of common ambition, or indeed of common 
ſenſe: for were the Houſe of Bourbon to 


ketain its colonies entire, whilſt Great Bri- 


tain loſt hers, every one muſt perceive, that 
the ſafety and independance of e eee N 


Pee nens b. e ee 


But! it is o full Gia to wh _ cb eben 
| ae; and to advert to the original object 
of this publication, which is, to point out 
means which may be purſued, at this time, 
for the increaſe of our” fleets; and ho 

we may ſpeedily and efficaciouſly make uſe 

of the great reſources we are in poſſelſion 
of, for che acquiſition of naval power. In 

particular, it is propoſed to' refute two com- 
We Ad : that it is s' difficult to pro- 

cure 
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cure men to man the ſhips we bave; and 
45 more difficult to build more ſhips, were 
they neceſſary for the public ſervice. The 
firſt will require a ſhort inveſtigation into 
the nature and pe aide of the n A- 
denen. 
cs '1, Procuring seamen. wo oF 

"THE buſineſs of the board of att 
my - tory into five Sante branches. 


14 + 


The fit brunch ane to the building 
Aeris of his Majeſty's ſhips: the 
ſecond, to the procuring ſeamen': the third, 
to the providing a ſufficient ſupply of Jule | 
ſome proviſions ; the fourth, to the arrange- 
ment and promotion both of the ſuperior 
and inferior officers:: and the laſt, to the 
proper deſtination of the fleet, when pre- 
pared for ſervice, and the obtaining authen- 
tic intelligence of the naval. . and Pen- 
eg the r > 0 


* * * 
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- viplicity of the buſineſs: above ſtated, it has 
been found neceſſary to eſtabliſh two ſubor- 
ginate boards for the firſ and third branches 
$1 - 3 


. 
(ænowu by the names of the Navy and 
Victualling boards); and perhaps it is the 
greateſt defect in the preſent mode of con- 
ducting the naval buſineſs of this country, 
that there is not a ſubordinate board alſo for 
the ſecond branch, namely, that of procur- 
ing ſeamen, which is not the leaſt important 
or difficult of the whole. Were ſubordinate 
boards eſtabliſhed for the three firſt branch- 
es, it is evident that the controuling board 
f admiralty itſelf might conduct the two 
remaining ones, without having more buſi- 


neſs upon its hands WW. it is = POR for i it 
to execute. 


The want of ſuch a We IPO, "EE 
having rendered the mannitg of his Ma- 
jeſty's: ſhips a very difficult operation, it has 
given riſe to an innumerable variety of plans” 
for procuring ſeamen. In the reign of King 
William, a regiſter for à certain number of 
ſeamen was actually eſtabliſhed by act of 
parliament ; though, after ſome trial, it was 
given up. Some very curious andi impor- : 
_ fant; reſolutions of the ſame tendency alſo 
were entered into by the houſe of commons, 
in the year 1740; and a Bill, on ideas of a 
Wen e nature, has been lately brought 


2 193713 3 into 


t * 


| into che houſe by a very reſpectable member 
(Sir Herbert Mackworth ), and may poſſibly 
came under, the diſcuſſion of. Fa houſe in ta, 
| eg this e ] . th 

3 7 jor" . ke "IN 
moved for this Bill, has brought it to the: 
greateſt degree of perfection of Which it is 


capable, and is entitled to the higheſt praiſe 


for the zeal and public: ſpirit Which he has 
ſhewn upon that, and upon many other oc- 
caſions, yet there is too much reaſon to 
| imagine, that i it is founded upon principles: 
Which it is As poſſible to carry into 


execution. : | 
0 ? 1 478 k ? 3-495 4; 18 5 T 


| For, in * firſt — 5 though the Bill in 
queſtion. ſets out with the laudable intention 
of procuring the voluntary ſervice of ſeamen, 
yet whoever knows any thing of the cha- 
racter of Engliſh ſailors, muſt be ſenſible 
that it. is impoſſible. that any great propor- 
tion of them can be inclined: to expoſe 


themſelves to the dangers, and to the ſevere 


diſcipline of his Majeſty's ſervice; | whilſt 
they can get, larger pay and more liberty, | 
With leſs hazard, in the ſervice of a mer- 


chant... Unleſs, the nature of our ſeameny 
8 3 | — 


01 


A. 


r 
therefore, were to be totally altered, or unleſs 
the merehant ſervice were to become leſs 

eligible, it is impoſſible to ſuppoſe that 
Joo, ooo ſeamen, the number now voted by: 
parliament, could g . rr 
aſftance, of compulſion.” V vilt ne) 


"In the [= place, though the! Bil, by 
2 tax upon all the ſhipping in the kingdom. 
according to their tonnage, and by τπ 
means, propoſes to raiſe a fund ſufficient ta 
defray the expences of the propoſed. inſtitu- 
tion; and though, in this manner, no part 
8 the public revenue, as it now ſtanda, will. 
be abſorbed; yet in fact it ought. to be com- 
8 ſidered, that it does the ſame thing, by tak 
ing to itſelf a ſource. of, taxation, which 
might! be appropriated for other purpoſes; 
and for which, as well as for many OE, 
| the! public has awple. occaſiqn, 1 K 86 


1 1 the third place, i it is 1 _ 
the various! temote pecuniary advantages, ; in, 
caſe of wounds or accidents, which are. held; 
forth i in the Bill with a view of inciting fails 
org, to enter into the fellowlbip, and. volun- 
tarily t to go on board of his Majeſty' ships, | 
wk be a great expence to the public, 

TW. i without 


1 9 1. 

without ariy adequate advantage. Expert 

ence ſufficiently proves, that men are in ge- 
neral attentive only to preſent advantages; 
and of all men, that ſeamen are the moſt 
heedleſs with reſpect to diſtant emolument. 

When the young ſailor and ſoldier reſolve 
to enter into the ſervice of the public, it is 

not wounds and danger, it is not broken 
| Hibs, or the trifling advantage of being a 
| earch or Chelſea penfioner, which they 
Have in view, but glory, plunder, and pre- 
ferment: and it is firmly believed, that all 
the advantages which are propoſed i in the 
Bill, would not add as many ſailors to bis 
; Majeſty" s fleet, as would man the ſmalleſt 
veſſel i in the ſervice. It is not propoſed by 

this: to inſinuate, that old or diſabled failors 
_ and ſoldiers are not entitled, in a certain 


degree, to the bounty of the public: 3 juſ- 
tice and humanity plead: equally in their 


pt behalf: but it is, intended to refute, or at 


leaft to deny, the fundamental principle of 
the Bill, which is this, that diſtant or fu- 
ture emoluments can ever be of any conſi- 
. derable advantage, in procuring a ſufficient 
number of able ſeamen | to enter voluntarily, 
* into > the ſervice. 255 


5 „ 
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But were there a better proſpect than 
| thete 3 is of the plan in queſtion ſucceeding, 
and were it liable to fewer weighty objec- 
tions, yet it would ſurely be very dangerous, 
at ſuch a time as this, to think of making 
ſuch an experiment; in particular, as it 
might give our ſeamen ſome reaſon to ima- 
gine, that they are entitled to more advan- 
tages than they at preſent poſſeſs; and might 
| Inftil into their minds a new idea, that it 
was hard, however preſſing the neceſſities 
of de fate might be, to compel them to 
ſerve in the navy. And as, in fact, the 
plan is nothing elſe (however much it may 


be diſguiſed by ſuch terms as Voluntarx 


Regiſter, or Fellowſhip of Seamen, tc.) 
but the eſtabliſhment of a board, ſubordi- 
nate to tlie board of Amirakyz fr the pur- 

pPoſe of manning the navy, the following 

plan, founded upon ſafer and ſounder prin- 
ciples, with the ſame deſirable object in 

os. 8 WIR "_ nen e 


. 
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tori; the: rt place, it 1 e abet tlie 
ſecond branch of the board of admiralty, 

namely, that of procuring ſeamen, ſhould | 
be put under the management of a third 


ſubordinate” board, to de called TRE MA- 
on, | £0: | RINE 


£ % 
® . 18 g 0 
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RINE BOARD, to confiſt of five commiſ- 
ſioners, a ſecretary, clerks, Sc. who ſhall 
conduct that branch of the naval buſineſs 


of this country, under the controul ang 
direCtion of the . k. 00075 ” 


90g hs re 5 15 18 propoſed, hut 
iuſtead of thoſe regulating captains and 
preſs-gangs, which are at preſent; ſpread 


along the coaſts of the iſland, (who, when 


me ta time, with an eat and authentic 


idle, are a uſeleſs and heavy expence to the 
ſtate; or, when they do procure men for 
the Ganics, deter other ſailors. from volun- 
tarily entering, by the violent and out- 
rageous manner in which they conduct 
themſelves, ) that ſubordinate officers to the 
ſaid marine board ſhall, be eftabliſhed in all 
the different diſtricts of the kingdom, fo 
dat every part of the iſland. may be under 
the r . one; panes! theſe 
* f 5 8155 Ae lt 10 


=? 5 — o 4 — * < 
f 1 7 eee 0 
TH BEIT: 181 135 = 273 n "Eh 5 3 


I's 9 — third place, it is propoſed, that the 
- ſaid board, and itsfubordinate'officers, ſhall | 
de obliged to furniſh theo admiraltyi;; from 


account of the number of ſeafaring ipeople 
Ou: the — a the Kingdom; 


. 8 2 IT 1 : ; who, 


0 1 

Sho, for that purpoſe, - ſhall be compelled, | 
under certain penalties, to give in their 
names, and places of abode, to the marine 
'6fficer'- appointed to receive them: shall 
tranſmit alſo, with as much expedition as 
poſſible, to their proper place of rendez- 
Vous, the fair proportion of ſeamen which 
each diſtrict is ordered to ſupply: and laſtly, | 
hall give every poſſible aſſiſtance to the 
ſeamen belonging to their diſtrict, for pro- 
euring their pay, their effects, or their ſhare 
of prize money to e their "family, 
or felations. od: 


Co 


#156 Ar od: 4100 f in a particular manner be 
he duty of this board, and of its ſubordinate 
officers, to Poldt out what ſteps ought to 
be taken, in order to increaſe the number of 
failors in their reſpective diſtricts: and more 
eſpecially,” how nurſeries of ſeamen might 
be brought up all along the extended coaſts 
of this iſland. It ought. to be a rule with 
them, as it 1s a law in France, never to cut 
down or ſend off an old tree, without plant- 
ing a young one in its ſtead. It was by 
means of placing apprentices and ſupernu- 
merary men on board of merchantmen, that 
Lewis XIV. was able to rear the navy 
n. 2 that 


£4 


that he did: aid if, during the progreſs of 
_ this war, care had been taken to put a num- 
ber of apprentices on board of merchant- 
men, to ſupply the deficiency of ſailors in 
that ſervice, occaſioned by the numbers 
taken into the pay. of the public, what a 
gallant troop of young and able ſeamen 
would by this time have been ready for the 
ſtate! We ſhould not, in that caſe, have 
: had our ports filled with foreign ſeame 
but the commerce of England would have 
been almoſt totally carried on by the na- 
tives of this country. From the accounts 
laid before parliament, it appears that no 
eſs a number than 20, ooo foreign ſeamen 
entered the ports of Great Britain only, 
exclu five of Ireland, from the firſt of Janu- 
BY 178, to the firſt of] muary 1792. qd 


It would = 5 3 eee , 
X and! its ſubordinate officers, ſhould be obliged 
to furniſh the admiralty, from time to time, 
With an exact account of the number of 
[SHIPWRIGUTS, in the kingdom, leſt a 
greater number was required for the King's 
_ yards, than could be procured without com- 
pu ſion. ̃ For it. muſt be obſerved, that 
Hi ee ere met prefieg, as _ 
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1 
28 ſeamen, into the public ſervice; and are 
fully las 5 n g. 

Nisan | 7 1 5 TR 
The manner incwkich the men are in- 
tended to be raiſed in each diſtrict, will ap- 
pear ſufficiently evident an hs 11 
in 9 8 e 
1 hi — fert 8 ati tabordinkee er 
muſt endeavour to raiſe the number of men 
wanted in each diſtrict, by beating up for 
volunteers; and by offering the higheſt 
bounty, which it is ſuppoſed the public 
cam afford. If that is not ſuffieient, and 
the number cannot be procured, they ought, 
in the ſecond place, to be directed to lay an 
embargo upon all veſſels, of every ſize and 
_ denomination, including even fiſhing boats, 
until the proportion of ſeamen is furniſhed, 
Aud thirdly, if the.number is not yet made 
up; they ſhall next proceed, in the pre- 
ſence:of two or more juſtices of the peace 
in the neighbourtwod, to caſt lots, which 
of the ſeamen in the diſtrict ſhall be com- 
pelled to ſerve: and, in caſe of their reſu- 
ſal, hall be empowered, not by means of 
— Proſirgangy, which is a barbarous mode of 
compulſion, and gives ur ſeamen a diſtaſte 
be froze E S } | LTH of 
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of the ſervice, but 'by means of the civil, 
and, if neceſſary, the military power of tha 
ſtate, to compel ſuch as refuſe voluntarily 
to 80 and ſhall pübliſh rewards for p- 5 
prehendipg ſuch as attempt to ſecrete thbm- 
ſelves. Each of theſe ſeamen thus compelled g 
by lot, ſhall not be obliged to ſerve for above 
: three or five years, (peculiar exigencies 
_ excepted,) unleſs, .in'copſequence of a larger 
bounty, they become bound to continue/in: 
ht e for 4 r e on of time. 
e vg hot le 
50950 e muſt ibe added veſpeſting 
5 1 part of the ſubject namely; tliat the 
moſt. admirable effects may be expected t 
reſult from partial embargoes. When every 
diſtrict knew, that proeuting- a number 
of ſea- faring people for the publia ſervice, 
Would inſure it protection for the remain- 
der, and full liberty of employing their ſea- 
men, fihermen, Ge, in any manner they 
choſe, the greateſt exertions might be ex- | 
pected, Every deſcription of men; the 
merchant for the ſake of his trade; tlis 
rich for the fake of procuring delicaeles ſor 
their tables, and the poor for the luke of 
employment, (which would be diminiſhed 5 
by „ upon trade,) would be in⸗ 
. „„ torefied 


2 
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tereſted in procuring the neceſſary ſupply as 
ſpeedily as poſſible: and the ſailor himſelf, 8 
N compelled, for the ſake of px per- 
ſanal maintenance, to enter into the ſervice. 
If an embargo indeed was laid upon veſſels 
of every {ize and denomination, f it is iwpro- 
| bable that it would ever be neceſſary to re- 
ſoxt to any kind of compulſion : at leaſt the 
Dutch, who allow no preſſing, have always 
4 found an embargo, A fore mode of manning, 


„ 


of dhigs which it was: neceſſary to fir gut. 


Tichy, it is farther” propoſed. "that ak 
ſübördtdate officers mould be eſtabliſhed : 
even in the inland parts of the country, 


where; in time of war, many of our ſailors 
fly for ſhelter, whom, as well as the water-. 
men, bargemen, Je. who, uſually reſide 
” there. it would be proper to look after. By 
5 means of ſuch officers, alſo apprentices for f 
the ſes ſervice. might be procured f from tlie 
5 moſt inland counties, which are at 5 of, 


 hitle ſeryice for rearing ſeamen. 


als to the uſe of ſuch an ment 
the expence of it would be amply repaid by 
tg the admiralty with authentic in- 

G 4 formation | 
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formation reſpecting the exact number of 

ſea-faring people in the kingdom: and the 
proportion which each diſtrict is able to 
afford: and notwithſtanding the loud com- 
plaints which we have heard of the ſcarcity 
of ſailors, there is reaſon to believe that 
chere are at leaſt 100,000 ſea - faring people, 
5 including fiſhermen, bargemen, Wc. not at 


preſent i in his Maj efty s ſervice: from thence 


it mut appear that it is not owing 0 — 
want of ſeamen, but to the want of p 7 
5 maſiagement, that there i 18 any deficiency 1 "= 
— our ſhips. We have the materiale, By 
but we. have not provided the work men, 
| or 5 0 machines neceſſary 85 makin ng. oy 
valuable materials uſeful, 2 


— 434 10 141 47 111 195 i Þ 


5 Tt chere A . deal 5 ,000 at 
5 people not at preſent” in his Majeſty s ſer- 
vice, there is the greateſt reaſon. to believe." 
] From the accounts laid before parliament,” ; 
it appears chat from the 1ſt Jan. 1781 to 
_ the aft "Jan: 1782, there were entered into 
the ports of England and "Scotland no leſs CT 
number than 4141 Britiſh ſhips, manned | 
by. 31944 Britiſh ſailors; excluſively, of the 
maſter; and if the trade of Ireland are, 
above $900. ſailors, windixls a very mode- 
2 11101 1 | | rate 
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1 6% 1. 


rate ealeulation, there are at a 40% % 
real ſeamen in the ſervice of individuals. 
It is commonly calculated that there are 
40,000 watermen, bargemen, &c. employed 
from Windſor to Graveſend; but we ſhall 
ſhall:ftate the men employed. in all the dif- 
ferent rivers and canals of Great Britain and 
Ireland at that number: and it will not pro- 
bably be accounted too high à calculation to 
ſuppoſe that 20, ooo fiſhermen are employed 
in boats along the extended coaſts of this 
iſland, or have ſecreted themſelves? in the 
country and given up their former mode of 
living from the den e being prefieds'2 95117 


2715 TASFSIT + n luer 770 ISH! 1 
| _Indeed.it gw ould. be no inconſiderable ad- 

vantage attending the eſtabliſhment which 
is propoſed, chat it would put an end to the 
preſent enormous expence of the impreſs 
ſeryice, of which the following i is an aetu- 


rate account, from the 1 e _ to: 
the aſt. OQober 761. 
plane con a: e 
or e impreſs ervice on | 

- ſhore i in Great Britain "ho 429 ag s 
Ditto in Ireland — _ 10,936 10 1 

| Pie Rl nen 4 at K 25 879 13. 3 
n bee 0 
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Such was the .expence. of procuriag. only. 
7081 feamen, one half, of whom would 
take the earlieſt opportunity of deſerting. 


Whereas the ſame account ſtates, that in 
the. fame ſpace of time 8844 ſeamen and 


landmen entered voluntarily, COT 
** oi mn, +. 10 t an 
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0 . variety of ware bannt N 


might be made; but theſe are fuſicient, to 


explain the general-tendency of a plan which 
could mot be attended with e 
to theoſtate; and which, if it anſwered he 


; 5 intention, muſt prove of the greateſt. na- 
tional utility. It would at leaſt prevent the 
odioub cuſtom of preſſinz almoſt every per- 
: nn lhtdiſeriminately, © which das ſe eng 
beben the oppreb rium cof chis- ut. It 
Wend furniſh as many failers now emplby. 
| ed in preſſing; as would man, with the aſ- 


fſtance of marines and of landmeng no lefs: 
a number than five ſaib of the dine from 2 


the ableſt of 


— 8 to 3000 men being generally employed in 
pe that ſervice, an elk ehe 
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dur ſeamen. 7 
e een, banden an. 857 Ct 
8 © The follo' wing account; ben s laid 


a hefare Parliament, will inform the reader 
how 


f. 1 


1 5 J 


| how! many ſeamen were employed in the 


impreſs ſervice; from the wy October . 
to the 1 Daher! aeg ; + BITTY 91 
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3 tains, 1 jeut. "M 
Officers and men em- 15 25751 7 Nats: T3 
_ on ſhore in . 27 


Ditts at ſcain tenders. 


eat Britain. ier add ad dow 
DR in Ireland. 31 $5] — 10 78] 96 
| 4 2 ho. 1294 
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„ Bug it Wey be aid, that the 05 does not: 
exclude; all ideas af gampulſion; for that, 
ſailors may ſtill be preſſed, though ung: 


dauhtedly iu a leſa odiaug manner by; the; 
civil pomer, or even by the military: who: 
ape kept under ſome kind of regular diſei- 
pline, than by the uſual mode of preſo- 
gangs, who when on land think themſelves 


totally exempted; from every ſpecies of on- 
troulls to which ſome will probably add, 5 
that every kind of compulſion is impolitic 
- drag and contrary to the principles of! 


at free conſtitution” which we ſo much 


gory d enjoy 'T hort it! 11 1 or ho} boron: 


r 1 r i 
Gig e o en, 1 b hang 


Tbat the citizens of every fer ſtate, and 
of is in a are entitled to the 
yinon - | en) oyment 
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| . of as much liberty as ag 
with the exiſtence of government, no man 
is more ready to allow or more anxious to 
ſupport: but ſuch extenſive. liberty it is 
evident is only ſuited to times of peace and 
tranquillity ; and when war rages, muſt be 
neceſſarily diminiſhed. In fact, in time 
of war, the free citizen can hardly enjoy 
| much more perſonal liberty than the ſub- 
= power with whom his country | 
Wah ver aneb: and if that power can com- 
pel all its ſubjects to take arms, or all its 
ſailors to enter on board its ſhips of war; the 
citizens of the ſtes fate mult bs ſabjeftedto. 
the ſanjs/hattſhip} otherwiſe they muſt run 
the risque of being eonquered byitheir ene- 
ies; and of loſing for ever, both in peace 


and i en, evry nach and liberty which 


theypolſeſs, i oft od ment gentle; 
o ien A 12 bg 20: rnod vor : se 
Aa the ſecon- ee it may — — 


on ever principle of political ſociety, there 
is ino hardſhip f in compelling any one to 
ſorye the ſtate in, the manner in which he. 
cn prove of the, greateſt public vtilitys 
55 provided he is maintained at the puhlic ex- 
pence in the manner to which his tation 
eytitles him: and the reaſon that real 
5 ſailors are a „ What is com 
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1 83 
monly called that ſpecies of oppreſſion, is, 
that none but real ſailors:can ſo well anſwer 
the purpoſes of the ſtate at ſea. Were 
it otherwiſe, it would be ſurely reaſonable 
that every landman in the kingdom ſhould 
be liable to the ſame ſyſtem of compulſion. 
The bad policy of the preſent plan of preſſ- 
ing is, that no man knows when he is to 
go; that he may be dragged from the ſhip 
he belongs to, and may loſe the pay he 
earned, and the little effects belonging to 
him, without any legal authority: nay, that 
he is liable every moment to be torn from 
his own home, may be obliged to leave his 
| family, without knowing how they are tobe 

ſupported, and may find himſelf treated ra- 
ther as a. felon than as a ſubject, and a free 
one too, ought to be uſed, and all without 
the poſſibility of redreſs : whereas if no ſailor 
_ -or ſea-faring perſons were compelled to ſerve 
but by the civil authority of the ſtate, if he 
had ſufficient warning given him, and an op- 
portunity afforded of ſettling his own little 
affairs before he entered into the ſervice ; if 
he received his wages regularly, and enjoyed 


we full advantage of ſending any part of 


them to his family or his friends; if he was 
certain to receive, when on board, good and 
SW wholeſome 


KH n 1 


wholeſome proviſions ; if his ſervice wete. 
not to exceed a certain limited time; 
his officers under an obligation of treating 
Rim well, and were all prize- money to be 
more equally diſtributed, no Engliſh ſailor 
would have any juſt reaſon to regret ha bing 
vontributed his affiftance to ſave his country, 8 
MN and to ni _ ee dect ee ute 


f 15 n: 1 2-280) 1048 
But if, nowithſtanding every attempt of ll 
this'nature, it is ſtill found difficult: to pro- 
eure a ſufficient number of ſeamen, we muſt 
An that caſe, imitate the example originally 
ſet us in the reign of King William, by 
- "which five thouſand men, ineluded i in the 
eſtimate of guards and garriſons, were em- 
ployed on board the fleet. Nay, on the 
zd of February 1501, the Houſe addreſſed 
his Majeſty to interpoſe with his allies, that 
they ſhould increaſe their quotas of land Herter 
10 be put on board the fleet, in proportion to 
the numbers his Majeſty ſhall have on board 
bis fleet. If the ſame ſyſtem is carried to a 
proportionable extent at this time, joined to 
the conſiderable affiſtance that Ireland has 
given us, we can hardly want a ſufficient 
number of men for the nee of our 
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We ſhall next inquire, how far procuring | 
92 can BG? accounted an inſurmountable 


u. . Building Ships. 


The hes that was propoſed of building 
gap by voluntary ſubſcription, having failed, 
it is undoubtedly a deſirable circumſtance to 
have ſome other mode pointed out of en- 
creaſing the number of our ſhips3. more 
eſpecially as an ardent deſire is now preva- 
lent in the whole nation to make our navy 
truly reſpectable; for it was not from want 
of inclination that the different counties in 
England, who aſſembled for that purpoſe, 
did not vote a ſhip of war adequate to the 

property they contained, but becauſe no 
plan was ſuggeſted that ITY gigs to 
n . ae * * u 
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55 k 


The plan uf voluntary contributions is 
r in this reſpect defenſible, that it 
furniſhes publie · ſpirited individuals, and 

alſo great and wealthy corporate bodies, 
with an opportunity of diſplaying their zeal 
for the intereſt of their country; and they 
tend ſo much to r. the reſources and the 
oo | | | firength 


1 | d 1 
7 * * 4 


ſtrengih of a nation, as 3 to damp 
the courage and ſpirit of its. foes. Indeed 
had a general aid of that nature been given 
by the public, when ſo glorious an example 
was ſhewn by the Eaft-India Company, 
(after our late ſucceſſes at "hg with the 
addition which that would have afforded,) 
it would have been in our power at ** 
0 time to have diltated the texms of ene. 


* - Nh 8 = bu: Kat ; 
the Crown are contrary to the principles of 
this conſtitution, however reſpectable they 
may be who maintain ſuch an opinion, I 
find little difficulty in giving a very different 

judgment upon the queſtion. God forbid 
| that Britiſh ſubjects ſhould not be at full 
7 ty to do what they pleaſe with their 

-owar property, provided they make uſe of it 
in a manner unprohibited by any known 

law! By voluntary contributions many na- 

tions have been ſaved from the moſt immi- 
nent danger of deſtruction. But it will be 

difficult to produce a ſingle: example of any 
- kingdom. that has been. ruined by the free, 
uncompulſive, e contributions of 
| its ae 2 Aa 10,3 1 19221115: 17 Tot 
art bas sann 2012 2 104 G An of 1 ba 


1 1308171 „„ A But 


11 
Rut the ſolid objection to ſuch ſublerßp⸗ | 
tions is, chat they are unequal, and that, ; 
though ſome pay more than they would 
probably be taxed at, yet that there are 
many who, from various motives, perbaps | 
from diffike to thoſe by whom the plan is 
ſet on foot, or perhaps from diſinclination to 
part with their money, are not fond of en- 
couraging ſuch a ſcheme: it becomes there- 
fore neceſſary, ſince voluntary ſubſcriptions 
have failed, to point out ſome other means, 
by which not only the navy may be ſpeedily 
mcreaſed at preſent, but which may prove 
an example, to have recourſe to in future 
n of n _ ns nee 

The Wen difficulty 3 18, dow to raiſe a ſum 
of money proportionate to the real income 
of each individual. The cuſtoms, the ex- 
ciſe, ſtamps, &c. are already appropriated. 
The inequality of the land-tax is a general 
| ſubje& of complaint; and it is a tax from 
which the opulent ſtockholder i is exempted. 
The taxes on ſervants and carriages, are of 
too partial and confined a nature to anſwer 
the purpoſe. It remains therefore only to 
diſcover, whether a ſmall duty upon houſes, 
exempting all thoſe that are uninhabited or 
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poſeſſed by the poor, would|not raiſe a ſum 
ſuffieient for building: go ſhips of war, with 
out laying a duty upon anꝝ houſe which its 
poſſeſſor could not very fable afford. By 
raiſing the tax alſo not in: one, but in the 
ſpace of three years, it will prove leſs bur - 
thenſome to thoſe, (if there are any: ſuch}. 
vho may find i it inconvenient. to pay their 
proportion; and would give others an op- 
portunity of ſhewing their public ſpirit, by 


paying in at once the e duty at ieh ; 
Sano 
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N ; would'\be\olichrfilly paid for ſo popular a 


purpoſe, I have no doubt, that the followw- 


ing ſums might be raiſed, _ whe follow- 
ies hips buil with hen.. 


|. Hs. * * 1 8 3 
> 1 "op 1 
4 


1 * * 
4 TS 43. $4 # * 3 SF , . 4 49 
| f * 0 * 
2 0 IF f Wh * v0 
| "On . EY 22 CEP LY - 21, 64.4 3 8s N 
3 / — ot - v 3 ; 2 
f 4 7 
a 4 8 + W343 N - o 
- * r £ 8 ax 4 
i: T HITS 2 8 * 5 I 7 4 a — EY * 
wu * 2 5 $7 
ZEFEYT © 6y 8 -©:14 « FEST. 8 q "90 
* . 
? ; oY mY P # 4 
4 * * Fd - — * 1 * 88 * 
f # Sh > £5 ; £ 
CSS SAG VES ws E, Tee +43 3 
* 
7 * 
- 1 - * 
Fl 0 * q * . * * 2 
8 7 2 I A ; 
. E ; I 28 4 1 x : 75 l 22 * . | $.F a 14+ 4 
— 
5 ws x - * * Py 
1 x „„ „ e 8 oY, 2 
r O? 7 77 1 8 43 4 141 19 A? $57 
1 1 1 4 bois 4 * ” 4 1 "4 4 
FEED q t 
3 1 . 1 4 * > + . f 
1 « 3 * 14 « F « * : * 1 1 F : ag? F 2 
# 2 & WE Fa 7 i 
* . * 
t 5 * 5 1 *, a 
— 1 6,4 5 * 1 N ; 2 1 ; ; 8 Pa ; 
E 123 91 nn be 4 487 CYF TOY LES © 
5 134 ## + £43 #4 EE” AS A$$-£ 3 wy - 0 { * N 
8 q . * 
: 4 1 * N 1 2 ; 2 5 
7 * E 2 | 2 $$] 125 * 
1 e = r n * +? fa F1\TT 7 : 
* 1-90 hi; 53.43 # 6588 HERS  JLS 56 * 


Srarx of the Ships propoſed to be built, with the 
following ſums, on the ſuppoſition, that every diſ- 
trict that pays from 20 to 30,000 J. is to have one 


or more ſail of the line, in proportion to the ſum it 


pays, named after it, or in any other manner it 


may recommend; al 


5 


....5,0007., ſloops, &c. 
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n 
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| Sums propoſed to be 
raiſed in each Diſ- 
trict in 3 Years. | 


Diſtricts. Rate propoſed to be built. 


Hertford 2 


41; 


I 9,000 


r fifty-gun ſhip 


+ I 8,000. 


fa | 


1 ditto 


n 33553 = 
Scotland J. 200, oo | 5 fail of the line - 
Middleſex - - | 140,000 | 4 fail of the line | 
Weſtminſter 96, O00 | 2 fail of the line 
London 74, oo0 | 2 fail of the line 
S 72, ooo | 2 fail of the line 
Kent Jo, ooo | I fail of the line 
Somerſet =  $%000 | 1: dias. 7; 
Norfolk - 39,00 |r ditto 
Eſſex -- =» <=. 38,000 |x ditto | 
Suffolk © - - | 34,800 f ditto | 
Devon - - | 32,000 1 ditto 1 
Lancaſter - | 32,000 | 1 ditto wh 

Surry =. = {| 31, 00 | 1 ditto + Ol 
Wales - 429888 re 
Southampton 26, ooo 1 ditto 
Lincola . _ = er g 2 WMS 
Glouceſter - _ 25,000 1 ditto [> 284142 
Wilts ;- - 422000 % -.aMd..---- 
Warwick. - - | . 20,000 1. ditto 
Suſſex ;- - - 20,00 1. ditto 


Southwark 


- 


above 15,000/., a 5o-gun _ 
ſhip ; all above 10,000/7., a 44; or 32-gun frigate; 
all above 5,000/., a 24-gun frigate; and all under 
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FA "Sum: propoſed to beg 
raiſed in each Diſ- 
2 tr. et in 3 Years. | 
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Worceſter | 3 
Bucks — 


3 . < 
Dorſet 


Leiceſter 7 5 5 — FE: 
Derby a 


| Cambridge | 
Durham 
N — TR = 
- Hereford. = . 
Cumberland 8 
Bedford bd... 
Huntingdon - | 
. Weſtmoreland 
Monmouth 

Rutland 


# — * 
Oy 


I , 
5 + 4 


16, o 
1550 
15,000 


13,90 


| 12,000 


10,0 


8 8,000 - 


17,000, 
16,000 7 
16,000 


1 4,000 


12,000 


12, 
1 1, 000 ö 


10,0 


7,00 
5,00 
4, 0 
3,00 
I 88 
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Ships of the line 
Fifty: gun thips | 
F rigates 
Sloops 
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navy of England i is at a ſtand, becauſe all 
the ſlips in the kingdom are occupied, one 


F 


But it may be ſaid, that procuring mo- 


| ney is not the only circumſtance to be de- 
fired ; but it is alſo neceſſary to have lips on 


which thoſe ſhips may be built, and ſhip- 
wenn by) whom MEE: may be conſtructed. 


* = clamour Rs Los Wh: raiſed. 


with reſpect to a ſcarcity of lips is conſi- 
* dered, it will, I am-perſuaded, be difficult 


to believe that the expence of making one 
does not exceed the , ſmall ſum, of from 


1.500 to 2000l. When we are told that the 


would be apt to imagine, that there is ſome 


natural impediment to the conſtruction of 
more ſlips, or that the expence is ſo. enor- 


mous, that it is impoſſible for this nation to 


increaſe the number, however neceſſary it 


may be. How much, therefore, muſt the 
zealous public- ſpirited friend to his country 


be aſtoniſhed to find, that this mighty bug- 


bear is a trifling obſtacle ſo eaſily removed. 


If the want of flips i is the only obſtruction 
to our regaining an undoubted ſuperiority 2 
at ſea, let us without delay ſet heartily 


about it, and, in leſs than three months, 


thirty, forty, or fifty ſlips may be con- 
n for a ſum which, in a national | 
nn _ ms 
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view, cannot be eee a very material 
. objeQ, © 0 Fo LG THU Yi 9 % Ton E ven 


We 3 men are 494 ingenious at dive 
impediments i in the way of any farther na- 
val exertions, that, though they confeſs the 
poſſibility of. conſtructing ſlips at a ſmall 

expence yet they doubt whether there be 
places along the extended coaſts of this 
Hand, with a depth of water ſufficient to 
launch a ſhip of the line. It ſeems unne - 

| ceffary, however, to dwell upon that point, 
as 7281 deter _ 155 yu _— that 
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5 yy ae of arenen ens he's an 
evil indeed, if it were not eaſy to make the 
ſhipwrights we have in the King's yards 
Vork much more than they do at preſent, 
. and were it not poſſible to add, with lit- 
tle difficulty , as NO. more a8 can be 
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5 e is * 4 5 means Gimllar . 
to thaſs by with b ſhipyoights in privats. 
2 g yards 


The tote ke is an dd De of ee of 
. ſhipwrights, &c. employed in the. King's dock-yards, _ 


2 3 ; | e as laid 5 parliament, Fo hots Shipwright: 
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yards were prevailed upon to build by taſk, 


or piece- work, might induce the King's 


ſhipwrights to follow their example; by 
which one-third more work might be done 


in the ſame ſpace of time . f that is not 


ſufficient, there ſurely can be no difficulty 
in increaſing the number of ſhip-carpenters. 

Ship-building i is an art not very difficult to 
acquire; at leaſt, any other ſpecies of car- 
penter, under the ſuperintendance of an ex- 
Perienced ſhipwright, might ſoon be made 
capable of aſſiſting in the conſtruction of a 


ſhip. 1 know the prejudice which ſhip- 


wrights have againſt thoſe, who have not 
ſerved what is called a regular apprentice- 
ſhip, to that brauch of buſineſs. One reaſon 


Shipwrights'in.the King's aku. 3 — I 210 
Caukers in dittio— 15 8 „ 221 

x Servants to working fiparights 5 . „„ 
Servants to working A 3 3 

6 | | 2830 
„ Servants to the officers belonging theKog" mae 
$ B TON 21408 $8 34 of 3450 


* + The os If tipmright io > the King's dq k. 1 | is 


about two ſhillings and a penny' per day, with erquiſites, , 
to amount to 5 4. more, and advantages 1 in caſe of 


age 6 or ſickneſs. In private yards they receive 3s, 64. but 
when they work taſk or piece-work, they may earn from 
5 to 8 ſhillings per day. This proves the great n 


N of e taſk-work for building quickly, 6 
| for 


H 4 


1 196 


e bi is, that having apprentices is at- 
tended; with . ſome. pecuniary, emolument, 
this, objeQion and apparent obſtacle; I 
Wed: build. the reſtoration of the 'Britiſh 
navy. There 18 not a ſhipwright, Who 
would: not be glad to have as many ap- 
Prentices as might with propriety be al- 
lowed him. 8 1s. ſcarcely an individual 
of the many thouſands, who are ſpread all 
cover the iſland, as houſe-carpenters, wheel- : 
Wrights, cartwrights, &c; who, by the cer- 


4 7929 


HOT, 45 ee magen, would not be 775 


* 


Ks 7 * 


where is the difficulty of 1 the 
number of ſhipwrights to any a amount that 
may be thought neren . | 


je OY if the exiſtence. of the n 
Vere to depend upon an immediate increaſe 
of its marine; ; and if this could not be 
procured by any other x means, I ſhould con: | 
ſider it to be not only juſtifiable, but even 
indiſpenſably neceffary, to compel all our 
ſhipwrights to work in the King's dock- 
W In former $00; that claſs of ſub» 

| | | Jets 


\ 


44 


Lig ] : 
jeQs was liable to be preſſed into ths'pubs 
lic ſervice as ſeamen ſtill are; and ſurely 


never was a time, when ſuch a ſtep might 
be fo eaſily vindicated: It is the leſs ne- 


ceſſary, however, to take this plan into 
conſideration, as the ſhipwrights now in the 
King's yards, with the aſſiſtance of private 


builders, are in number fully ſufficient, if 
| properly employed, to build as many ſhips 


as can poſſibly be required . the Author 


haying i it in his power to aſſert, upon the 


authority of that reſpectable ſhipbuilder, Mr, 


14440 


Perry, that o ſmall a number as 30 ſhip- 
Vrigbts and 10 labourers, when” they work 
by the Piece, may conſtruct a 74-gun ſhip, 
if the timber is ſhaped and prepared for the 
purpoſe, in the ſhort. ſpace of nine or ten 
months: 2000 ſhipwrights, therefore, might 


build, ja one year, at leaſt 60 Il of the . 


line. 


*3.3 bh oe 0 


„dess, if hip were e ay ade 
not the plan be adopted of converting Eaſt 


Indiamen into ſhips of war? Thoſe India- | 


men, it is true, whoſe decks are completed, 
cannot be made to carry more than 40 
guns: but I aſſert it, on the moſt unqueſ- 
. tionable authority, that ſuch as are not to- 
wy . way. be converted into 54- 
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gun {tips ; and are equal in ſtrength, and in 


every reſpecꝭ fit to entend with the bo- gun 


ſlyps in their line, ha ve ſo frequently deterred 


us ftom hazarding/a:cloſe engagement with, 
thacomhined fepfacrons of the enen 


Bot s and men would be 3 in 
wis, 1 a proper ſpirit cannot be excited 


1 


15 among thee officers of the navy; 3. and ſome 


ſteps ou ht to. be taken, to rouſe in them a 
2 oe Taydable, ambition, than the paltry 
of prize-money. - The idea of a na- 


| 5 order, which Was principally: intended | 
for that purpoſe, T have already ventured 
10 fügen. Wers it divided into different 


Alaſſes, ft that ebe 7 individual,” Whatever 
| is ſation. might be; w ho diſplayed peculiar 


Kögrage and good cout, were certain of 
being conſpicuouſly rewarded, I ſhould not 


deſpair of ſeeing our ſeamen elated with 


other events, beſide wealthy captures from 


: the enemx. The, following. motion is ſub- 


mitted to the conſideration. of thoſe. publics 5 


| ſpirited members of the houſe, who: wiſh. to 


encourage. ſtill greater ere in the na- 


val department. Be 
See farther Spenden; upen this L abe, in the Ne 
lie-ſpirited Letters addreſſed to Sir Thomas Charles Bun- 


bury; Bart. by a Suffolk Freeholder. Tas 
1 go 6 15 That 


[ww] 


That an humble addreſs be preſented 


« to his Majeſty, earneſtly entreating his 


00 Majeſty to take into his royal conſiders 


c ation, the propriety of [conferring ſtill 
“ farther marks of his royal e 
. ad favour on the Wen of his en 


1 ; 110 6 211 


« That bis faithful 8 parſethy 
6 e how much his Majeſty delights 
60 to reward the merit of gallant men, and 


40 fully ſenſible. that honorary, diſtinQions, 


* 48 marks. of royal and of public approba- 
+ tion, muſt gratify the natural ambition of 
wn * individuals of. Mat detesifticu. 3 ſee, 


S 44 44 » 


« of - ply nature is appropriated for. eat 


$6 ſervices ; though the navy of Great Bri- 
* tain is deſervedly accounted its greateſt 


66 ; glory, bulwark, , Ang Heir „ fy 


I « That i it mould prove” 110 Majeſty's s 
| 8 * moſt g gracious Pleaſure to Inſtitute A NA» 


44S wan}. 


— # chicvements of Britiſh faitors, his faithful | 
« [Commons will 5 0 wake gopd, 2 


: Here 3 it may 12 proper to 1 
that though an increaſe of the — with 
the 


t 1 


'the- different plans above ſtated, muſt be 
ſome addition to the public expence, yet, | 
that there is not ſo ample a field for eco- 
nomy in the ſtate, as the marine depart- 
ment. A commiſſion of accounts, to regu- 
late our naval expences, would be a fortu- 
nate circumſtance indeed; and would put 
more into the poeket of che public, than any 
other plan of that nature, which has yet 
been ſuggeſted. When it is conſidered, 
mat from the 1ſt of January 1976, to the 
_ rſtof January 1782, L. 48,963,523: O 97 
has been either voted for the fleet, or iſſued . 
out in navy bills, every one muſt perceive, 
What a Welt chere f is for ee Mg | 
"OE Wow 8. e to ofthe” 5 
tract, with offering ſome apology for the 
various defects which | it contains, both in 
matter and in ſtyle. But it may be ſuffi⸗ 
cient to remark, that it is written by one 
. who does not profeſs. to be either an au- 
thor, or a ſeaman; ; but who wiſhed to. 
affign'the grounds upon which he founds, 5 
his opinion, that if a bad peace is con- 
cluded, it ought not to be attributed to any 
beficiency f in our Ir NAVAL RESOURCES, 1 
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7" is a Pas 8 chens that 

the obſervations in PART I., which, ſo 
far as theory could go, ſufficiently aſcer= 
tained the ſuperior naval reſources of the 
Britiſh Empire, ſhould have been publiſhed 
on the roth of May 1782, and that, eight 
days afterwards, the news of Lord Rod- . 
ney's victory, on the 12th of April, ſhould 
have arrived, confirming, by ſo great an 
event, what otherwiſe ſceptical people might 


- have conſidered as mere . Ker 
* 5 oo 3 The 


P * 
I 


„ eff 10 25511 10497 Toron 1011. een See 


Pittyrgun ſhiss 1 2 „ 400 | 
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The a ne of the laſt war, 
were, on the whole, not leſs glorious, than 
thoſe of the one immediately preceding; 
and I ſhall endeavour, ſhortly, to ſtate the 

reſult, as it-myſt ſatisfy the moſt igcredu- 

lous, reſpecting tlie g at ſuperiority that 
dis country naturally poſſeſſes in Z Og of 


naval reſources. 
5 2 —ů 7 1, 


In ating the Ears RI of the laſt 
War, it will be impoſſible to ſeparate France 
from the other confederates, and it will be 
the beſt mode to give, at one glance, an ab- 
9 tract of the loſs ſuſtained on both ſides, 
in the cotrſe of the TT 5x hs 


py The following is a ſtate of the ſhips be- 
' longing to Great Britain, which were either 
nk, er deſtroyed In order to prevent 
their ballog imo the hands of the enemy: 


15 Ships of che line 9784: born rin — 574 


Fanden 5 1 2 11 242 388 
i e 181 3855 8 550 Hs Fett, . 


* © ” G27 15 is "rs 
as 1685 #1 vo bee . 966 


rue 6ap was tb Tall, which Wat not | 
taken by the enemy. but deſtroyed by anne Gee =, 


| „ into their * | The 


1 111 J 
The ſhips of the Confederates, either 


| taken or deſtroyed, were as follows: 


: 1 85 15 No. of Ships. No. of Guns. 
| Ships of the line = 27 - 2054 
: | Fifty-gun ſhips - _- .- 2 2 - - 1 


From 32 to 50 — — - 30 1062 


Veſſels _ 32 guns - 28 - 664 
| 87 - 3880 
| Engliſh ſhips taken or deſtroyed - '3x 966 


Balance in favour of Great Britain 56. 2914 


Such a balance in our favour, as 56 


ſhips of war, carrying 2914 guns, is a 
ſtriking proof of our great naval ſuperio- 


rity, and certainly does infinite credit to the 


ſpirit and exertions of our ſeamen, who 


1 could furniſh us with ſuch a liſt. 


It i is to be hoped, even at the conclellvn 


of this war, that we ſhall be able to pro- 
duce a ſtatement equally honourable and 
ſatisfactory. Diſgraceful it indeed would 


be, if we, who had conquered at ſea, with 
all the great maritime ſtrength of Europe 
againſt us, ſhould now be unable to with- 


ſtand a ſingle enemy, when every other 
naval power is either neutral, or bound by 


treaty to aſſiſt us. 


THE END, 
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